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P R E F A c E. 


HE following Diſcourſe is the ſubſtance of 

ſeveral Sermons; the firſt of which was. 
preached at Dundee, Auguſt 2oth, 1772, on a 
faſt-day ; the ſecond and third, at Montroſe, 
September 27th, and October 4th, the ſame 
year; and afterwards further enlarged on, 
both in my own congregation at Rathillet, and 
elſewhere after that. The occaſion and intent 
of the Diſcourſe, on theſe times, was to com- 
fort and encourage perſons under the different 
confuſions that had taken place in the Seceſſion. 
Likewiſe a rupture being likely to take place 
then, and ſoon after breaking out between 
Britain and her Colonies; together with the 
State eſtabliſhing, or at leaſt allowing, the full 
exerciſe of the Popiſh religion in Canada the 
fubſtance of which, the ſeveral applications on 
the different occaſions. being kept out, the Au- 
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thor thinks it ſuitable, for the preſent times, 
both to point out to Reformers, what would 
be an effectual cure to all their complaints, i. e. 
God's ſetting up Chriſt, and eſtabliſhing his 
kingdom both within them, and in the three 
kingdoms of Scotland, England, and Ireland, 
and what would remove all ground of com- 
plaints, prejudices, or fears of King or Go- 
vernment, as to their people or ſubjects, by 
imitating - or following Chriſt, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, as the great pattern 
and example of juſtice, mercy, and fairhtulneſs. 
When the Lord gives the King his judgments, 
and righteouſneſs, then ſhall he judge the peo- 
ple with righteouſneſs, and the poor with judg- 
ment—the mountains ſhall bring peace to the 
people, and the little hills by righteouinets,” 

Pfal. Ixxii. 1, 2. Good rulers are a great 
bleſling to a land, when they command and 
tolerate nothing but what God commands or 
allows, and forbid nothing but what the law 
of God forbids; when they are conform to 
Chriſt, both in their legiſlative and executive 

power, in principle and | practice. In ane, re- 
ligion makes good rulers and good ſubjects; 
and hence it is, the moſt part pray, that God 
may bleſs the King, eſtabliſn his throne in 
righteouſacts, and fet wife counſollors about 
the throne, and direct them to right mea- 
tares, for the good of their people, and the 
church of God, and all, we fuppole, in ſub- 
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ordination to his glory. Now, this prayer 
muſt contain in it the ſpiritual good of both 
king and ſubjects - That civil as well as ſacred 
government proceeds from a diyine original, 
not merely from God Creator, as many term 
bim, but from God Redeemer, who raiſed 
up formerly, and continues flill to raife 
up ſaviours or deliverers, ſuch as Gideon, 
Jephta, Samfon, David, Solomon, &c. upon 
Mount Zion, to judge the Mount of Efau, 
Neis 

It is through the Mediator, and for his ſake, 
that we both pray for, and can expect ſuch 
a bleſſing. Now, the end of praying for ſuch 


a thing muſt correſpond to the end of God's 


inflituting and appointing civil government, 
viz. that he may be glorified, his church pro- 
pagated through the world, and all perſons 
live a peaceable life, in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty. Government in church and ſtate, 
though in ſeveral things diſtinct, particularly 
in their nature and ſubjects, yet agree in 
ſome reſpects, as to both their original and 


That the wiſdom prayed for muſt be heavenly, even 
that wiſdom from above, which is firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, eaſy to be intreated. It is in and through 
the Mediator we offer up our prayers, and it is in and 
through him we muſt expect an anſwer. Miniſters in 
the Game have as much need of wiſdom as miniſters in 
the church. It was this Solomon prayed. for, and ob- 
tained; and people ſhould ſtudy to chuſe men of ſuch de- 
tcription as the ſcripture directs. 


1 
ends; and are not ſo different as many would 
make them, who following the Independent 
plan, cry down what they call IN coRp o- 
RATIONS, But I refer my readers to what 
J have formerly writ, in what things church 
and ſtate differ, and in what they agree. I 


ſhall only obſerve further, that the covenant. 


of grace is to be viewed as an eternal purpoſe 
or agreement. between two divine perſons, 
wherein the whole plan of mens ſalvation was 
agreed upon. The perſons to be ſaved, how 


this was to be accompliſhed, viz. by price and 


power, by whom, 1. e. by Chriſt, God's eter- 


nal Son—his aſſuming the general office of 


Mediator, becoming a Mediator in his nature, 
his aſſuming the human nature into a perſo- 
nal union with the divine; and, as he had 
two things to perform, viz. obedience and 
ſuffering, anſwerable to the precept and pe- 


.nalty of the law and covenant of works. Ju- 


{tice having the firſt claim, behoved to be ſa- 
tisfied, either by engagement for, or actual 
payment of, rhe whole debt of obedience and 
ſuffering, before one ſingle bleſſing of mercy 
of any kind could either be promiſed or con- 
ferred: without ſhedding of blood, no remif- 
ſion of fins. Upon the footing of this price 
paid, or execute by him as a Prieſt, he exe- 
cutes his prophetical and kingly offices in the 


adminiſtration of the covenant, or diſpenſing 


of the bleſſings purchaſed—To whom is this 
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covenant adminiſtrate? Boſton owns, it is to 
mankind ſinners indifinitely ; it is adminiſtrate 


to all to whom the goſpel comes; and 
therefore, in the ſermons, I connect the pro- 


phetical and kingly offices with the prieſtly ; 


and I am of that opinion, that in fo far 
as divines extend the goſpel-revelation and 
call, ſo far Chriſt's authority arid power, -as 


Mediator, being a glory given him by virtue 


of his prieſtly office; ſo far it is to be extend- 
ed, becauſe he humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient to death, &c. wherefore God hath 
highly exalted him, &c. In whatever re- 
ſpect men extend the one, they mult extend 
the other. | 

There can be no inconſiſtency nor contra- 
diction betwixt Chriſt's equality with the Fa- 
ther, being the ſame in ſubſtance, equal in 
power and glory; and yet becoming the Fa- 
ther's ſervant, he who thought it no robbery 
to be EQUAL with God, took upon him the 
form of a ſeryant, &c. Though Arians, and 
many Independents, either deny his Sorſhip, 
till he aſſumed our nature, or deny his divinity, 
and ſo cite ſuch ſcriptures as theſe, which 
prove his Mediatory character, the Father is 
greater than I; I came not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that ſent me; the 
Father loveth the Son, and hath givenall things 
into his hand.” Though theſe, and many o- 
ther ſcriptures, manifeſt his inferiority and ſub- 
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ordination to the Father, in his official charac- 
ter; yet that, by no means, contradicts his 
co- eſſentiality or co- equality with the Father. 
J and my Father are one;” there is but 
one Jchoyah; there is but one God and one 
Mediator. This one Mediator is God and 
man, in one perſon; and though inferior in 
his official character, yet the perſon who 
performs the office, is God equal with the Fa- 
ther in power and glory; and though he has 
a purchaſed power, or a power gifted to him 
over all creatures, or ail things, yet this does 
not deprive him of his eſſential right to all 
things, 

** Thou haſt given him power over all fleſh, 
that he might give eternal life to as many as 
believe in him.” Neither ſhould any imagine, 
when one place of ſcripture aſcribes any par- 
ticular work to any of the perſons, that it be- 
longs to that perſon alone, excluſive of the o- 
ther perſons; no, one perſon cannot be em- 
ployed excluſive of another; the Deity was, 
and {ti}l is, equally employed in all works, 
ad extra, whether the work of creation, pro- 
vidence, or redemption. 

The reaſon why J aſcribe all to the Media- 
tor, is, becaule the whole of providence, ſince 
man's breach of the firſt covenant, belongs to 
Chriſt, as the adminiſtrator of the ſecond. 
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Ps L. ii. 6. Tet have T ſet my king upon my 70 
| Hill of Zion. 


Cumnsrs kingdom and government have been 
an object of diſpute in all ages, and the word of 
Chrilt's patience in different periods. This pfalm 
concerns it, and the ſtability thereof, in oppoſition 
to the efforts and attacks of its different enemies. 
The pſalm is by way of diſcourſe between Jeho- 
vah the Father and his cternal Son, where we 
have firſt a challenge given to the different enemies, 
viz. the devil and his agents, princes, and people, 
court and country; all which though they have 
ſeparate intereſts, yet join againſt the Chriſt of 
God. —Herod, Pontius Pilate, Jews and Gentiles, 
did their outmoſt againſt Chriſt and his intereſt ; 
but whatever oppoſition enemies make, whatever 
plots they contrive; yet all will and muſt proye 
abortive, for two reaſons, Firſt, becauſe he is 
anointed king by Jehovah the Father, he is inſtalled 
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| as the Father's king by way of eminency, he is 


God's firſt-born and higher than the kings of the 


carth.—-God hath veſted him with the office 


anointed him with the Holy Ghoſt above meaſure 
with the oil of joy and gladneſs above his fellows, 


{hall be cloathed with ſhame. Second, becauſe the 
ſeat of his govenrment, or place of his throne, is Lion 
the hill of his holineſs, or the church, which is his 


+ | therefore ſhall he reign for ever, and his enemies 


j 0 throne, where he reigns—his temple, where he is 
f worſhipped, and his ordinances enjoyed—a hill 


1 conſecrated to him, where he will have his glory 


© diſplayed, by being a wall of fire round about her, 
3 and his glory ſhming in the midſt of her. 


In the words obſerve three things namely, Chriſt's 
character, conſtitution, and the place, over which 


7 he is conſtituted. 


| 1. His office and character: he is a king and 
: God's king. He is not only a king co-equal and 
co- eſſential with the Father, of equal power and 


1 glory, but he is made God's king. 1 will make 
; him my firſt bora higher than the kings of the 
| earth.” | 


2. His conſtitution, or the way he came to be 
God's king; he was ſet up or conſtitute. He did 
not take this honour'to himſelf, but was called to 
it. He was anointed and qualified for it, and then 
ſolemnly inſtalled, ſettled and eſtabliſhed. His 
throne is ſure, and will endure for ever. It is ſet- 
tied in the heavens, and eſtabliſhed ſtedfaſtly. 

We have the place for which, and over 
which, he was conſtitute, Zion. This is the head 
quarters, and royal ſeat of this prince, from whence 
he iſſues forth his laws and edicts: the law ſhall 
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go forth of Zion, &c. From which obferve the 
following truth: 
That the conſtitution of Chriſt, as king of Zion, 
by the Father, is the church's effectual ſecurity, 
againſt all the efforts of her viſible and inviſible e- 
nemies. 'Fhe method I obſerve, is, ak 

1. To premiſe or obſerve a few things. 2. To 
ſpeak of Chriſt's character or office, as king, and 
God's king. 3. Of his conſtitution. 4. Of his 
kingdom over which he is conſtitute. 5. Shew 
how it is a ſecurity againſt the attacks or efforts 
of enemies viſible and inviſible. And, laſtly, Ap- 
ply. 8 

Firſt thing propoſed, was to obſerve or pre- 
miſe a few things. 

1. I obſerve that works (ad extra) or without 
the perſons in the glorious trinity equally belong 
to them all; though the order of operation fol- 
lows the order of ſubſiſtence, as the Father works 
from himſelf, through the Son, by the Holy Ghoſt; 
the Son, from the Father, by himſclf, and through 
the Spirit ; the Spirit, from the Father and Son, 
by himſelf, The work of providence, as well as 
the work of creation, equally belongs to a three 
one God, though both the upholding and govern- 
ing all things are in and through the Mediator, 

2. Though Jehovah was the abſolute and ſu- 
preme governor of all, yet, for the purpoſes. of 
his own glory, and the good of his creatures, he 
endued men and angels with authority and domi- 
minion; as to the nature of which, among angels, 
we have no clear revelation anent it; only, fome 
of them are called principalities and powers, thrones 


and dominions. We read alſo of the prince of 
B 2 | 


devils. It is certgin there is ſome order and go- 


vernment among good and bad angels. 

As to man, though of a lower rank than angels, 
yet made lord over all the works of God's hands; 
ſheep and oxen, yea, all the beaſts of the field, 
fiſh of the ſea, and fowls of the air, were made 


fubje& to him, Gen. i. 28. 


All authority is derived from God, as all ſubcr- 
dinaterulers derive their authority from the ſupreme 
magiſtrate. They have no other, no further power, 
than what is contained in the command they receive 
from the ſupreme governor of the world: acting 
either beyoud, or againſt it, is not authority, but 
preſumption and uſurpation. 

That man, immediately on his fall, forſcited 
his right to all that rule and government in his 
hand, and was deprived of the external as well as 
internal image of God. This conſiſts in know- 
ledge, righteouſneſs, holineſs, that in dominion over 
the creatures. No ſooner did man become an c- 
nemy to God, than the creation became an enemy 
to him. By reaſon of man's rebellion againſt him, 
Chriſt was then made, for a little time, lower than 
the angels, and then crowned with glory and ho- 
nour—made Lord of heaven and carth—rhe head 
of principalities and powers—Lord over all the 
works of God's hands. The change of the cove- 
nant brought in a change of adminiſtration. The 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand.” All power in heaven and earth is 
given unto me, ſays Chriſt. The Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all judgment to the 


Son.” A God in Chriſt is the fountain of all juſt | 


power. There is no power but of Ged. All gu- 
thoriry in families, churches, or ſtates, is from him. 
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By him kings reign, &c. Angels are put in t 
jection to him, 1 Peter iii. 22. who is gone into | 
heaveh, and is on the right hand of God, angels, 
authorities, and powers, being made -ſubje& to 
him. All things then are put under him, and no- 
thing is excepred, unleſs HE that hath put all things 
under him, 1 Cor. xv. 27. 5 
4. That all power and authority is adminiſtrated 
by Chriſt, for the glory of God, and good of men, 
and ſhould be exerciſed by every creature entruſted 
with it, for the ſame end and purpoſe, and conſe- 
quently for Chriſt, in whom God is glorified, Rom. 
xi. 36. © For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things, to whom be glory for ever.” Now, 
as all things are to him, ſo all dominion and autho- 
rity muſt be from him, Heb. ii. 10. It became 
him for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many ſons unto glory, to make 
the Captain of their ſalvation perfect through ſut- 
ferings.“ | 
Whatever law, order, or command, is againſt the 
will and intereſt of Chriſt, it is no act of authority; 
for there is none but what he gives, and he gives 
none againſt himſelf, Deut. i. 16, 17. © And I 
charged your judges, at that time, ſaying, Hear 
the cauſes between your brethren, and judge righ- 
teouſly between every man and his brother—You 
ſhall not reſpe& perſons in judgment; but ſhall hear 
the ſmall as well as the great—the judgment is 
God's, 2 Chron. xix. 5, 6. © And he let judges in 
the land, through all the fenced cities of Judah, 
and ſaid unto the judges, Take heed what ye do; 
for ye judge not for men, but for the Lord, who 
is with you in the judgment. There is no iniquity | 
with the Lord, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of 
gifts.“ | 
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' 5. That as man conſiſts. of two parts, ſoul and 
body, ſo the Lord Jefus. Chriſt both provides 
for, and likewiſe rules them, in a ſuitableneſs to 
their natures. He provides temporal ſupply for 


the one, and ſpiritual for the other, in order for 


the good of both. He is faid to have a twofold 
kingdom, a kingdom of grace and providence, or | 
rather, two different adminiſtrations of one and the 
ſame kingdom, viz, by ſetting up a church, and diſ- 
penſing ordinances in, and ſpiritual bleſfings to ĩt; 
or ſetting up civil government, appointing laws and 
judges, ruling both the increafe and diminution, of 
them, their upbuilding or downfal by his provi- 
dence. '** Promotion comes not from. eaſt nor 
welt, but God is judge, he puts down one, and ſets 
up another.” As the ſoul is the principal part of 
the man, and what concerns it, are the chief and 
leading bleflings of the covenant, all the concerns 
of the outward man ought to be, and are, ſubſervi- 
ent to the inward man. Juſt fo is his kingdom of 
grace the principal part of his rule or government, 
which is viſible inthe world, and inviſible inthehearts 
of men. And all things in providence are ſubor- 
dinate, and made ſubſervient, to his glory, and the 
good of his kingdom of grace, or the ſpiritual ad- 
vantage of his own people; Chriſt is then not only 
head of the church, but head over all things to the 
church. As the body” s connection with the ſoul 
does not in the leaſt hinder its ſpirituality, no more 
can the connection between the ſtate and church 
hinder the ſpirituality of the church, or in the leaſt 
confound his kingdom of grace and providence. 
And Chriſt, as Mediator, having all power in 
heaven and in earth, diſpenſes ſpiritual and tempo- 
rat bleſſings, as he ſces meet, for the good of his 
church and people, ſets up civil magiſtrates for 
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their good Al things are yours, and ye are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's.” ö 

6. That none but Rx, who is God, could be 
capable of the adminiſtration of this kingdom, 
or the authority, and dignity thereto belonging; 
the whole creation of men and angels were not 
* able to bear the burden of this government; none 
but he, „who is the wonderful counſellor, the 

ighty God: when he ſaw that there was no man, 

his own arm brought ſalvation, his fury it upheld 
. him. God laid our help upon one _ that Was. 
mighty.“ | 
Second thing was to teak of him as a a king, or 
ol his glory and excellency as king of Zion. 
1. He isa king of ſupreme dignity, * more glorĩ- 


ous and excellent than mountains of prey—the 


firſt- born among many brethren, that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence.“ He has an 
eſſential excellency, as God co- equal with the Fa- 
ther, and a mediatory excellency, as placed in ſu- 
preme dignity and honour, on account of his ſuf- . 
ferings. He humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the croſs, 
wherefore God hath highly exalted him,” Phil. 
ii. g. We ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels, crowned with glory and honour. 
Such glory ſhines in him, that, when the angels 
beheld. it, „they covered their faces with their 
wings, and ceaſed not to cry, Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord God of Hoſts ; the whole earth is fult of 
his glory,“ Iſa. vi. This ſaid Iſaiab, when he faw 
his glory, and ſpate of him. 

Chriſt has a variety of dignities, a kingdom, 
throne, crown, ſceptre, and ſword: 1. A king- 
dom, even an n everlaſting kingdom; „of his king - 
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dom there ſhall be no end.” 2. A throne: © the 
prophet Iſaiah ſaw him fitting on a throne—high 
and lifted up, and his train filling the temple.” 
He has a throne of glory in heaven. Says Chriſt, 
© Lovercame, and am ſet down with my Father on 
his throne.”—He has a throne of grace in the 
church, unto which all have acceſs, Heb. iv. 16. 

A throne in the hearts of his people,” where 
he rules them. He rules f in the midlt of his and 
and his peoples enemies.“ 

. He has a crown, ** yea on his head are ſaid 
to be many crowns.” He has a crown of perſonal 
glory; “his glory is the glory of the only begotten 
of the Father,” &c. He has a crown put upon 
him by the Father. We ſee Jeſus crowned with 
glory and honour''—a crown put upon him by the 
church, and all the ſaints: * Behold king Solomon 
with the crown wherewith his mother crowned 
him“ —a crown of higheſt fovereignty over all; 
thou haſt put all things under his feet. 

4. A ſceptre, or rod: © A eeptre of righteouſ- 
neſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom.“ A ſceptre is 
for rule and government, Ezek. xix. 11, 14. And 
ſhe had ſtrong rods for the ſceptres of them that 

bear rule.—She hath no ſtrong rod to be a ſceptre 
to rule. He has a rod to rule, to chaſtiſe ; „If 
my children break my law, and walk not in my 
commandments, I will viſit their ſins with rods,” 
Kc. —a rod of iron, to daſh the nations in pieces, 
as a potter's veſſel. 

5. A ſword: Gird thy feword on thy thigh. Out 
of bi mouth goeth a ſharp feword, Kings have theic 
{words of ſtate, thereby declaring, they are ſet for 
the defence of their ſubjects, and the execution of 
Vengeance on their enemies. Juſt ſo, has Chriſt 
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the day of * Vengeance is in his heart, and the year of 
Bis redeemed is come. 

2d, He is a king of ſupreme power, and ſo- 
vereign authority. He is fo, as God equal with 
the Father —As Mediator, he has all power in hea- 
ven and earth given him. He hath given him to 
execute judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of 
Man.—“ Where the word of a king is, (ſays So- 
lomon) there is power,“ Eccl. viii. 4 All carth- 
ly kings are ſubject to the laws of God, and may 
be quarrelled it they tranſgrels them; yea, ſ1b- 
jets of every well regulated government may be 
quarrelled, if they tranſgreſs the laws thereof; but 
none dare ſay unto him, „what doſt 4hov?”? or 
can ſtay his hand from working; he is abſolute, 
without limitation—Lord of the law—his will 1s the 
ſupreme law, and the law is a revelation of his will, 
which is holy, juſt, and good—He has ſupreme 
power to do what he pleaſes; “and he doth ac- 
cording to his will, in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth,” —He bas ſu- 
preme authority to give out laws as he pleaſes to 
inſtitute or appoint ordinances on one occaſion, 
and change them on another, as he has done un- 
der the Old. and New Teſtament diſpenſations.— 
Thele inſtit utions and laws we are carefully called to 
obſerve, neither to add to, nor diminiſh from them. 
It would certainly be ill taken by an earthly king, 
to profeſs a regard to him; yet, now and then, to 
diſpenſe with his laws or inſtitutions, at their own. 
hand; juſt ſo, perverting the order that God has 
appointed, and trampling on his authority, mult be 
aggravating in his ſight. This king muſt be wor- 
ſhiped and reverenced: © HeisthyLord, and worſhip 
thou him.“ Now, this muſt be done in that man- 
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ner he preſcribes; © God is a ſpirit, and ſuch as 
worſhip him, muſ: worſhip him in ſpirit and truth.“ 
The Lord made a breach upon Uzzab, becauſe they 
ſought him not after the due order. He has ore 
power, for it is irreſiſtible. He is the mighty God, 
who can accompliſh all his deſigus.—“ Strong is his 
hand, and high is his right hand. —© His right 
hand doth ever valiantly.“ He 1s able to protect 
his friends, and deſtroy his enemies. © His right 
hand and his holy arm hath obtained him the vic- 
tory. 93 

He can do all things at once, and eaſily; the 
multiplicity of buſineſs can neither diſtract nor hin- 
der him; it gives him no trouble. He ſaid at 
ficſt, + Let there be light, and there was light.“ 
. He can execute with his look, yea, bis breath, 
Exod. xv. 8, 10. With the blaſt of thy noſtrils 
tac waters were gathered together, the floods ſtood: 
upright as an heap.— Thon didſt blow with thy 
wine, the ſea covered them, they fank as lead in 
the mighty waters. The Lord turned, and looked 
on Peter, and Peter remembered the words of the 
Lord, and Peter went out, anc wept bitterly,” Luke 
XXlt. 61. | | 

3d, He is a King of great wiſdom. Sclomon 
was remarkable for this; but a greater than So- 
lomon is here,?* even he who is the eterral, invi- 
ſible, and the only wife God; and hence called the 
wonderful counſellor; wiſdom and counſel is his ; 
there 1 is no ſearching of his underſtanding; he can 

diſcover all the plots and contrivances of his ene- 
mics; he diſcovers deep things out of darkneſs, 
and bringeth out to light the ſhadow of death. 

He guides bis own people by his counſel, and 
aterwards brings them to glory; hi! e he turns 
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the counſel of the wicked into fooliſhneſs. This 
king rules in the utmoſt perfection; there is no 
error or miſtake in his adminiſtrations—nothing 
defective for want of judgment concerning things 
preſent, or want of experience of things paſt, cr 
want of foreſight of things to come; as by wil- 
dom he founded the earth, ſo by his wiſdom he 
rules it. 

4. He is the true Melchizedek, a king of cigh- 
teouſneſs; and peace, juſtice, and judgment, i is the 
habitation of his throne, © righteouſneſs and peace 
go before his face. He is righteous in his nature, 
and all his adminiſtrations without iniquity. Juſt 
and right is he. Righteouinels is the girdle of his 
loins. He that ruleth over men is the juſt one. 
Hence ye have condemned and killed the juſt one, 
James v. & Ye denied the holy one, and the juſt 
one, Acts ili. 14. The church acknowledges him 
to be a juſt king; juſt and true are thy ways, thou 
king of ſaints, Rev. xv. 3. The more juſtice pre- 
vails, the more peace there is. The work of righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effect of rigite- 
ouſnels, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever; and my 
people ſhall dwell in a peaccable habitation, in ſure 
2. and in quiet reſting places, Ha. xxxii. 17, 

When Chrilt, the jult one, judges the people 
vn rightcoufnels, then the mountains bring peace 
to the*people, and the little hills by righteouſneſs, 
Pfal. Ixxii. "The more that Chriſt's kingdom pro- 
ſpers, the more does peace take place. As a prieſt, 
he hath purchaſed peace; and, as a king, he dittri- 
butes it. He purchaſed peace by the blood of his 
croſs, as a prieſt, and applies it as a king. 

5, Heis aholy king holy in his nature and works, 
eſſentially holy, exemplary and communicativeiy 
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holy. © Cry out and ſhout, thou intiabitant of 
Zion, for great is the h dy one of Iſrael in the 
midſt of thee.” There have been ſome holy kings, 
but none fo holy as Chriſt; a king, whoſe king- 
dom, acts, and inſtitutions, are all holy and juft. 

6. Ie is an eternal and unchangeable king, the 
Tame yelterday, to-day, and for ever. Thou art 
the ſame, and thy years have no end.” . His eter- 
nity and immutability go together in his prieſt- 
hood. © This man, becauſe he continueth ever, 
hath an unchangeable prieſthood ; and ſo an eter- 
nal and immutable king—unchangeable in his de- 
figns or purpoſes, and in the execution of them too. 
His work is one continued work. His kingdom 
is an everlaſting kingdom, and his dominion ſhall 
not be deſtroyed. He was conſtitute God's king 
from eternity; and though he will deliver up the 
preſent adminiſtration, yet will continue a king and 
a prieſt for erer. He is unchangeable, whether we 
view him as he 1s God, or God-man in our nature. 
He was ſet up, as Mediator, from everlaſting, and 
will continue to be fo for ever, and will lead his 
people into fountains of living waters. 

7. He is a great king. He is a great God and 
a great king, above all gods. 

A great lawgiver, ruler, deliverer, protector, con- 
queror or diſpenſer, worker, and judge. 

ft, A, great /awgrver; all the Jaws in divine re- 
velation acc given by him. „ The Lord is our 
judge, the Lord is our lawgiver.” No law was 
given to man aſter the fall, but in connection with 
the covenant of grace, having that preface, am 
the Lord your God;” No other law to be looked 
for, than the perfect and unalterable rule of righ- 
teouſneſs, which biads us to obſerve all the ordt- 
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'nances that he has appointed; ſome of which were 
appointed under the Old, and to continue under 
the New Teſtament, as, reading, prayer, praiſe, 
faſting, thankſgiving, and ſwearing or vowing un- 
to God. Some of them were changed, as, killing 
or ſacrificing beaſts, circumciſion, and the paſſover, 
turned into that of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. 
Both the ordinances, and the law enjoining them, 
are of Chriſt's appointment. 

As this law under the Old Teſtament contained 
both ceremomal precepts, relating to the church, 
and judicial, relative to the ſtate; ſo the ordinan- 
ces, both of eccleſiaſtic and civil government, are 
appointed by him, as God's king. The different 
rulers, with their qualifications, and how they 
ſhould rule, with the different ends and deſigns of 
his appointment of them. Hence it is by him Kings 
reign, and princes do decree juſtice ; by him prin- 
ces rule for the good of the world, and ſpecially for 
the good of his own people. © He appointed the 
moon for ſeaſons, and the ſun knoweth his going 
down, (Pfal. civ. 19.) While the earth remains, 
ſeed time and harveſt, ſummer and winter ſhall re- 
main.“ . 

2dly, A great ruler, or a ruler of great things, 
yea, of all things—Of great things; hence called 
e the Lord of hoſts.” Great hoſts ſave not a king, 
but this king rules and employs hoſts of angels and 
men—of angels, bad and good. He is a Lord of 
devils by conqueit; they are obliged to obey. He 
caſt out devils in the days of his fleſh; and it was 
by his permiſſion they entered into the Gadarene 
ſwine: he over-ruled his malice againſt Job, for his 
and the church's good—alſo Satan's malice againſt 
Chriſt, in his crucifixion, for the greate/? good, He 
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rules good angels: he is the head of angels —of all 
principalities and powers, a confirming head; by 


him they were eſtabliſhed—an influencing head; 
they are ſtirred up and influenced to go on cheer- 


fully in their work—a governing head, employed 


by him in the adminiſtrations of his power, mercy, 


and juſtice—in carrying meſſages to his church and 


people. Hence, one was ſent on a meſlage to Da- 
niel, another to the ſhepherds,. to publiſh Chriſt's 
incarnation, a third to Joſeph, anent his concep- 
tion—Employed in the protection of the church, 


hence called watchers, Dan. iv. 13. A watcher 


and an holy one. This is by the decree of the 
watchers.” hey fight again{t, oppoſe, and reſiſt 
devils: “ Michael and his angels fought, and the 
devil and his angels.“ Jacob, when journeying, 
had a protection of angels, and ſaid, © This is the 
Lord's hoſt, Gen. xxxii. Chriſt orders them to 
take care and ſeal his ſervants in their foreheads. 


2dly, Lord of men, bad and good—Of bad men, 


Chriſt is ſaid to buy them, © denying the Lord that 
bought them,“ 2 Peter ii. 1. He promiſes to en- 
large Japhet, and Canaan ſhall be his ſervant. — 
The Canaanites, or wicked perſons, ſhall help the 
church. When a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he 
will make his enemies to be at peace with him: 
Sometimes wicked men prove a {word or rod. I hus, 


Aſſyria was God's rod, the ſtaff of his indignation, 
that he ſent againſt an hypocritical generation. He 


makes them a rod to puniſh, or phyſic to purge. 
By this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged.” 
Yet, what evils they do to the church proves her 
good and advantage. 

Bad man ſerve the church in per preſervation; 
they are as a hedge, Pharaoh's daughter preſer= 
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ved Moſes. Egypt, a ſlaughter · houſe to God's peo - 
ple, became a protection to Chriſt. Moab was 
made anhiding- place for God's out- caſts, and a covert 
from the face of the ſpoiler. Jonah, as ſome think, 
was ſent to Nineveh, to make them more merciful 
to Iſrael, who were afterwards carried captive there. 
They ſerve the church and people of God, by 
advancing them, Hence, Abner was inſtrumen- 
tal in exalting David, by bringing Iſrael into ſub- 
jection to him, becauſe Iſhboſheth checked him for 
having too much familiarity with one of Saul's 
concubines, 2 Sam. iii. 6, 7. By this, God ac- 
compliſhed the ſaving Iſrael out of the hand of the 
Philittines by David. Haman was inſtrumental in 
promoting Mordecai: he laid the ſcheme. 

The wicked ſerve the church, in being inftru- 
mental in delivering them. Hence Cyrus, out of 
ambition, leaves an army for Babylon; thus, God 
calls him à ravenous bird from the eaſt, the man 
that executetn his counſel, Iſa. xlvii. 12. He was 

called out, as an inſtrument, for the deliverance of . 
the captive Jews“ It is for Jacob my ſervant's 
fake, and Iſrael, mine ele. He went before 
them, to make the crooked places ſtraight.” 

The wicked ferve his people, by enriching them. 
The Lord inclined the hearts of the Egyptians to 
enrich Iſrael: they were diſmiſſed with wealth, as 
well-as ſafety, Exod. xii. 35. © Ariſe and threſn, 
O daughter of Zion; for 1 will make thine horn 
iron, and 1 will make thy hoofs braſs, and thou 
ſhalt beat ia pieces many people; and I will conſe - 
crate their gain unto the Lord, and their ſubſtance 
unto the Lord of the whole earth,“ Micah iv. 1 5 
The wealth of the ſinner is laid up for the juſt. 
God gave Cyrus the treaſures of darkneſs, and 
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the hidden riches of ſecret places, that he mi 


acknowledge him as the God of Jacob, and * out 
his wealth in the ſervice of Iſrael. 

He rules all mens inclinations, whether in or out 
of the church. He has the bearts of men in his 


hand, as the rivers of water, and turns them whi - 
; therſoever he pleaſes, He can turn mens hearts 
to him, and convert them ſavingly; or he can turn 


them to pity his church: * he made Ifrael to be 
pitied of all who led them captive.” He inclines 
men to this or that occupation. He can rule and 
incline mens hearts to the ſame ways; he can di- 
rect their minds to the ſame views of truths. His 
Spirit affords light, life, and direction. | 
2dly, He rules the church, and good men in her. 
« He rules in jacob to the ends of the earth.” He 
ſets up the goſpel in this or that place, and makes 
it ſucceſsful and proſperous, notwithſtanding of op- 
poſition that withſtands or impedes it. He over- 
rules ſeeming obſtructions, in the way of clearing 
up and propagating truth, juſt to accompliſh its fur- 
ther ſpread and clearneſs, 4 He rules in and over 


them.“ 


1, He rules in them, by putting his Spirit in 
them, writing his law in their inwaro parts, by gi- 


ving them an underſtanding heart to know.—He 


rules their hearts, by inclining them to: his teſtimo- 


nies, and not to covetouſneſs.. He rules their a'- 


fections, by ſetting them on things above: their 


memory, by bringing all neceſſary things to their 


remembrance: their conſcience, by making i it ten- 
der, as he did David's, whoſe heart ſmote him, 
when he cut off the ſkirt of Saul's * or Jo- 
ſhah, whoſe heart was tender. 

He rules over them, or the church: 
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By its erection and conſtitution: he eres. a 
church, appoiats ordinances, raiſes up inſtruments 
to diſpenſe them; ſers up his tabernacle among 
them. He placed his teſtimony and law in 11- 
racl;” . 

y ſuſtentation or ſupport—all things, and 
more elpecially the church, are upheld by the word 
of his power. By him all things conſiſt, Col. 1. 17. 


The elect are ſuſtained till the day of converſion; Es 


yea, the church is ſupported till all his people be 


gathered in. He both ſupports under, and guards 


againſt temptations, _ 

By its propagation and edification. He ſends 
forth his Spirit, and beſtows gifts on men. He in- 
ſtitutes ordinances, and ſends forth inſtruments for 
the miniſtration of them. © He gave ſome apoſtles, 
prophets, evangeliſts, paſtors, teachers,“ &c, for 
the work of the miniſtry. He uſes different means 
for the propagation of the knowledge of his 
truths. A girl, who had been carried away out of 
the land of iſrael, was inſtrumental in bringing Naa- 
man to the knowledge of the true God. A viſion 
appeared to Paul, a man of Macedonia, faying, come 
over, and help us, was a mean of its ſpread there. 


Yea, perſecution of it, bas been a mean of its pro- 


pagation. heat - 

—By its correction and reformation, by the 
ordinances of diſcipline and government; ſuch as 
admonition, reproof, and excommunication; or, by 
pouring out his Spirit of repentance, he cortects for 
ſin, and reforms.the church, or perſons from the er- 
ror of their way.— He permits different evils ; If 
my children break my law, &c. I will viſit their fins 
with rods,” &c, 


—He rules in a way of bringing to a conſunge 
D 
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mation and perfection; he who begins the work 
will finiſh it; he will carry on his trying work, 
till he preſent all his people without ſpot or wrinkle 
before the throne of God. 

In fine, he rules all things, being Lord of hea- 
ven and earth: Chriſt, as the true amtypical Jo- 
ſeph, is bleſſed with the bleſſings of heaven above, 


K 21 wich the deep that dieth under, Gen. xlix. 26. 
„The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 


things into his hand; and ſo confers all gifts, and 


rules every thing in the world. 


As a king, he is a great 4 ſays the 
church: Thou art my king, command delive- 
rances for Jacob,” Pſal. xliv. 4. Great deliver- 
ances giveth he to his kinz—to David, &c. God 
the Father gave great deliverances to Chriſt and 
his church. In Zion and in Jeruſalem ſhall be 
deliverance.“ Many, both temporal and ſpiritual 
deliverances has he wrought. He delivered Iſrael 
out of Egypt, at the Red Sea, in the Wilderneſs, 
at Jordan, in Canaan, from Babylon. — Many times 
did he deliver them, < but they provoked him with 
their counſel, and were brought low for their ſin.“ 
Great deliverances were wrought by rhe deftruc- 
tion of their enemies. The deſtruction of Pharaoh 
and his hoſts became meat to the people inhabit- 
ing the Wilderneſs. | 

How great and many are the temporal delive- 
ranc*s he has wrought, both for particular perſons, 
in different ages; fuch as Abram, Iſaac, Jacob, 
Job, David, Hezekiah, Peter, Paul, and John, or 
others of the apoſtles; all the people of God have 
good reaſon to ſay, the Lord hath done great 
things for us, whence joy to us is brought.“ Zion's 
Aeliveranees come to her ſurpriſingly and unexpec- 
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tedly, like ſtreams of waters in the ſouth.“ All 
our ſpiritual deliverances are many, great, and 
wonderful. , 

4. As king of Zion, he is a great protector or 
defender - protects in the midſt of great danger 
He has commanded concerning Judah, that her 
adverſaries ſhould be round about her, in order to 
manifeſt the greatneſs of his power and wiſdom. in 
their deliverance.” As a protector, he is denomi- 
nated a rng Tower, © unto which the righteous 
do run, and are ſafe.” —a Rock; the people of God 
are called inhabitants of the rack; the inhabi- 
tants of the rock ſhall ſing.” He is a wall, and that 
of Fire round about his people; * as mountains are 
round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord encompaſſeth 
his people.” He is called a Shield and Buckler. Such 
who make the Moſt High their habitation, are per- 
fectly ſafe; © no plague can come near their dwel- 
ling; the Lord thee keeps; the Lord, thy ſhade, on 
thy right hand doth ſtay ; the moon ſhall not ſmite 
thee, nor yet the ſun by day; Iſtael's ſhepherd, 
who neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps, will keep his vine- 
yard night and. day, leſt any hurt it.“ The church 
is built-on a rock, and the gates of hell can never 
prevail againſt her. 

5. He is a great king, as he is a great conqueror. 
Alexander was termed the GREAT, ON account of 
his great conqueſts. Chriſt is a great king in his 
conqueſts, both by word and providence; “ Chriſt, 
the ſtone cut out of the mountain without hands, 
ſhall break in pieces all the kingdoms of the world.” 
lle has conquered Satan by his-death—conquer- 
ed death, and him that had the power of it has 
fpoiled principalities and powers, made. a ſhew of 
them. openly, nn over them on the croſs. 
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He ſhall ſtrike through Kings in the day of His 
wrath.—He ſhall judge among the heathen, —He 
ſhall wound the head over many countries—He 
goes forth as a conqueror on the white horſe, an 
emblem of the goſpel of peace, conquering, and to 
conquer. He will conquer * perſons and nations. 
ce The kings of Tarſhiſh and the iſles ſhall | bring pre- 
ſents to him: his enemies ſhall lick the very duſt,” 
either in a way of humiliation and willing ſubjec- 


tion, or in a way of being made his footſtool. 


Chriſt will be a complete conqueror, either in a 
way of ſalvation or deſtruction. He will be an uni- 


verſal conqueror; all will be brought to ſubmit ci- 


ther to his ſceptre of grace, or to his iron rod. 

6. He is a great king, in beſtowing and diſtribut- 
ing great gifts; he received gifts for, and gives them 
unto men. Theſe are the fruit of his afcenſion, 


and conſequently of his deſcenſion: the Spirit was 
the leading gift; he was given to be an inhabitant 


in believers; ſo that there is a perſonal inhabitation 


of him: he is as a well of living water, &c. He 


is given both in his common and ſpecial influences 
and operations. There are common, illuminating, 


directing, and attracting influences: Bezaleel and 


Aholiab were directed as to the tabernacle; Felix 


trembled; and Agrippa was almoſt perſuaded: the 


Spirit came on Saul. 
He is given in his ſaving operations, in his illu- 
minating, convincing, converting, mortifying, re- 


newing, comforting, and ſtrengthening influences 


and operations: He pave prophets, evangeliſts, 
paſtors, and teachers,” &c. He beſtows many ſpi- 


ritual gifts of faith and other graces. He gives 


peace, both external and internal. He gives tem- 
poral good things, bread and water; ſends fruitful 


| ( 29 ) 
ſeaſons, &c. He gives even temporal rewards, and 
hence gave a kingdom to Jehu. He confers on 
men,; for the good of his own people, many gifts, 
both ſpiritual and temporal, ſpecial and common. 
Second particular on the text: He Is not only 
king, but God's king. 

1. In what reſpects is he God's king? Anſwer, 

In reſpe& of his eminency—both the ſpeciality 
and univerſality of his N ordination 
and unction. 

rſt, He is God's king by way of eminency; any 
thing that is eminent or renowned, is called C God's. 
Hence we read of the trees of God; «the trees 
of God are full of ſap.” The hill of God; „God's 
hill is ike to Baſhan hill, &c. I will make him my 
ſirſt- born, higher than the kings of the earth.” He 
is eminent in his perſon, qualifications, work, du- 
ration, ſubjects, and attendants. 

(I.) In his perſon, God- man, W God 
with us, the ſecond Adam, the Lord from heaveri. 
Men may ſhine with divine glory, by their inter- 
courſe with heaven, as Moſes, when he came down 
from the Mount, or the diſciples had when on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. But no ſuch beauty and 
ſplendour can any partake of, as that which is in 
this divine perſon -“ We beheld his glory, as the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

2.) He is eminent in-his qualifications; none 
like him in wiſdom; however remarkable Solomon 
was for it; yet Behold a greater than Solomon 
is here.” He exhibits the truths of the goſpel to 
the ear, * Faith comes by hearing” —The facra- 
ments to the eye, whereby Chrilt is viſibly ſet forth 
crucified. All ordinances and providences are ma- 
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naged in infinite wiſdom: he knows how to ſpeak 
a word in ſeaſon to the ſoul that is weary, and how 
to make every thing work together for the goon of 
them that love him. 

Eminent in power; what manner of man is 
this, that even the ſeas and winds obey him.“ He 
has all power and authority in heaven and in earth; 
all creatures are at his control—all obedient to his 
command and authority. He is eminent as to his 
power of ability; he is able to accompliſh all his 
decrees and counſels; what pleaſed him he hath 
done.” He communicates power; „ he giveth 
power to the faint, and to them that have no 

might he increaſeth ſtrength.” 

_- Eminentin juſtice; he that ruleth over men wult 
be juſt. Many kings and other rulers have acted 
juſtly; but Chriſt is righteous in all his ways; he 
hath openly ſhewn his juſtice in the ſight of the 
heathen.” His juſtice is declared to be like the great 
mountains, Plat. xxxvi. 6. Yea, ** juſtice and judg- 
ment are the baſis and foundation of his throne,” 
Pal. Ixxxix. 14. Judgment and righteouſneſs are 
given him; and it is promiſed, * that the juſt ſhall 
flouriſh in his days;” the more juſtice, the more 
proſperity. He makes the church a habitation of 
Juſtice, &c. 

Eminent for mercy and goodneſs. It was ſaid * 
Benhadad, that the kings of Iſrael were merciful 
kings;” but none ſo merciful as Chriſt: < he is the 
Lord God, merciful, abundant in goodneſs. If we 
conſider its nature, extent, duration, and objects 
its nature, its great goodneſs, how great is his beau- 
ty: „O how great is thy goodneſs thou haſt laid 
up for them that fear thee!” Pſal. xxxi. 19. Its. 
ſuitable goodnels, —If the caſe be darkneſs, then 
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this goodneſs i is light; if it de hunger, it is meat; . 
if nakedneſs, it is clothing. — As to the extent, it 
reacheth not to God, but to the ſaints, &c. yea, 
it reaches to all; for he opens his hand liberal- 
ly, and ſatisfies the need of every living creature,” 
94d David, Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall fol- 
low me all the days of my life.””—As to 112 dura- 
tion, „ his mercy endureth ſor ever, his mercy fail- 
eth never.” If we conſider the objects, it is on the 
unthankful and unholy. Men may ſhew kindneſs 
to ſach as are good; but it is great goodneſs to be- 
ftow it on the unthankful. 

Eminent in holineſs; what deep ſtains of fin and 
guilt have been on the beſt of kings; ſuch as Da- 
vid, Solomon, and Hezekiah. How famous, or ra- 
cher infamous, have the lives of popes and empe- 
rors, or kings been, with wickedneſs of all ſorts; 
ſuch as oppreſſion, perſecution, bloodſhed, &c. 
but how remarkable for holineſs is this king: he 
is often called © the holy One of Iſrael.“ 

(3.) Eminent for his work—his work of ruling: 
he hx all things well: he brings good out of evil, 
order out of confuſion.— His work of conqueſt: he 
is an eminent conqueror: © he will oyerturn till he 
come whoſe right it is, and he will give it him: 
he will be an eminent judge ar laſt; © he will 
judge all nations; and every one ſhall ſee him; and 
thoſe that pierced him ſhall wail becauſe of him.“ 

(4.) Eminent for his duration; other kings and 
kingdoms laſt but a ſhort time; „but of Chriſt's 
kingdom there ſhall be no end.“ 

(.) Eminent for his ſubje&s and attendants ; : 
te the king's daughter is all glorious within;”” every 
one of Chriſt's ſubjects reſemble the children of 


a king: «they are made kings and prieſts to God.“ 
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„ 
are eminent 3s to their number, * a great mul- 
which, no man can number.“ Emment in 
_ their clothing;: * they. wear-white robes, and have 
palms in their babs, in token of victory.“ — 
has numerous attendauts; e thouſands of thou - 


ſands: miniſter, to him, and ten ne a tes 
I B ſtand before him.” 
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Is. F There is given to Chriſt << d and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, ſhould ſerve him.“ 

God the Father hath entruſted him with all the 
concerns of his kingdom of grace and providence, 
« All things are put under him, ſheep and oxen, 
fiſh of the ſea, fowls of the air.” Compare Pal, 
viii. with Heb, ii. Chriſt is made head oyer all 
« things to the church, The Father loveth the Son, 
| and, hath given all things 1 into his hand.” : 

_,. 136, He is the Father's anointed King—Kings 
were anointed, under the Old Teſtament, in either 
of theſe. two caſes, when the king was to be ſer 
up out of a different family. Hence David was 
anginted when Saul's family was rejected, or when 
there is like to be a' diſpute between two of the 
ſame family, as between Adonijah and Solomon; 
in that caſe Solomon was anointed. Anointing 
ſignified,:thar kings had need of the Spirit, as a ſpi- 
tit of wiſdom and. knowledge, of righteouſneſs, 
ſtrength, and courage, for their work. Chriſt re- 
ceived the Spirit above meaſure; he was anoint- 
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fellows.” He was well qualified fos the execution; 
of all his offices. It was given as q ſpirit of know- 
ledge, of courage, and might. He is both a wile, 
and valiant King. | TTY 
ath, He is God's appointed king. He is con- 
ſtitute. God laid our help on one that is mighty, 
he found out David, his fervant.“ He was conſtitute 
to fight all our hanles, to protect and defend us. 
“ The Lord i is on our ſide; the God of jacob is 
our refuge.“ Chriſt is the man according to God's. 
own heart, that will, do all his pigalure, But this 
leads to the 
Third head, which was to ſpeak of his conllitu- 
tion or ſerting up. 
I. What is ſuppoſed or implied. in bis ls, 
lion. at Ws; 
2. How was he ſer up? U Retks 
When was it? | 
4. Why was it he was ſet up as God's king? 
iſt, As to the i import, Ir implies, that the dige 
nity wherewith he i is inveſted, -is. a-mediatory: one, 
as God equal with the Father, he cannot be faid 
to be conſtirute or appointed; this conſtitution de- 
notes jaferiority: in all his offices, he was the Fa- 
ther's ſervant, and this was his voluntary under- 
raking; being in the form of God, he thought ir 
no robbery to be equal with God, but took upon 
him the form of a ſervant, and became of no repu- 
ration,” &c. Though he is of the ſame nature and 
eſſence, God co-equal and go: eſſential with the Fa- 
ther, yet volunrarily ſubjeteg himſelf to the Father, 
7 theſe different ices for the behoof 
ſinners. 


* 2dly, It ſuppoſes, and ;naphics, bs right and tile 
L 
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to be 1 He has right to rule all things, becauſe 
they are his. “ The heavens are thine, the earth 
alſo is thine,” Pſal. Ixxxix. 11. All things that men 

enjoy come from him. 1 Chron. xxix. 14, 16. 
« "Who am I, or what is my people, that we ſhould 
be able to offer ſo willingly—for all things come of 
thee, and of thine own have we given thee—all 


this ſtore we have prepared cometh of thine hands, 


and all is thine,own.” All things are his abſolute- 
ly without limitation, totally without copartner, 
principally without fubordination, primarily with- 
out derrvation, independently without dependence 
on another.—As Mediator, he has a fourfold title, 
viz. By birth, purchaſe, promiſe, and conqueſt. 
By birth, he is God's firſt- born, made higher than 
the kings af the carthz” and ſo conſtitute heir of 
all things. He is ſaid to be © the firſt-born of e- 
very creature, that | in all thivgs he might have the 
pre-eminence.” | 
By purchaſe, all things: are given him as the fruit 
of his aſcenſion: ** when he aſcended up on high, 
he received gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious; 
and now he that aſcended is the ſame that deſcend- 
ed;” and whatever gifts are the fruirs of his aſcen- 
Gon, mutt alſo be the fruits of his deſcenfion. His 
ſufferings and mediatory glory are meritoriouſly 
connected: © ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 
things, and enter into his glory —Becauſe he hum- 
bled hamfelf, and became obedient unto death, 
wherefore God hath highly exalted him,” &c. He 
hath given him power to execute judgment, becauſe 
he | is the Son of Man. 
By promiſe; the promiſe is on the ens of 
pur chaſe: hence God promiſes, to divide dim A 


Portion with the great, and that he ſhall divide the 
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ſpoil with the ſiropg, becauſe he poured out his ſoul 
unto death.“ 

By conqueſt—“ as I overcame, and am ſet down 
with the Father on his throne, ſo ye ſhall. over- 
come, and fit with me on my throne; by death, he 
overcame death, and him that had the power of 
it.” He conquers. ſinners, „and makes a willing 
people in the day of his power.“ He will conquer 
all his implacable enemies at laſt, and make them 
his footſtool. + Sit thou at my. right hand, untit 
L make thine enemies thy footſtool,”” Pfal. cx. 1. 

000 It ſuppoſes, and implies, his aptitude or fit- - 
nels for the work, being God's only. begotten Son, 
and ſo God equal with the Father, was fit in his 
nature to ſave Zion; none could ſave Zion but God, 
and hence he calls ſinners, Look unto me, all ye 
ends of the earth, and be ſaved; for I am God.“ 
He is God. man, and ſo ſtands in an equal relation 
of natures to God. and man. Men durſt not ap- 
proach to an abſolute God, neither could he, as 
man, or a mere creature, anſwer their caſe. He 
is meet, becauſe of his ſympathy and compaſſion: 
he has bowels of ſympathy towards his ſubjects, 
and fo fit for anſwering. the ends. of divine love to- 
wards them. 

He is the everlaſting Father, with whom com-- 

paſſions flow“ a Father that pities his children 
a Shepherd who gathers the Jambs with his arms, 

carries them in his bofom, and gently leads thoſe 

who are with young.—He will not break the bruiſ- 

ed reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax. ln lim the 

fatherleſs findeth mercy.” 

He is fit, on account of his ability: he is almigh- - 
ty, can do all:things, can ſubdue and conquer the 
ſtrongeſt, and keep all! 5 ſubjection, and make them 

2 
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ſerve the © pitrpoſes he bas appointed Ommiſcient, 


ces all things, underſtands the nature, temper, 
power, and motions of all creatures, Heb: iv: 13. 
© Neither is there any creature that is not manifeſt 
in His ſight—all things are naked and open to the 
eyes of bim with whom we have to do.** He has 
infinite wiſdom ane Neill: c the Spirit of the Lord 
Thall reſt upon him, the Spirit of wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding, and of counſel and might.” It is im- 
Pönbte for him to err in his adminiſtrations. 

He is fir, on account of his purchaſe. Whatever 
perſons or things men purchaſe, they have a good 
right to rule or uſe them: God made all things 
for himfelf,” Prov. xvi. 4. or, as ſome render it, 
< He made all things to obey hitn;“ he behoved 
then to rule them. —He has both created or made 
men, and bought them; hence that, “ is he not thy 
Father that hath bought thee? hath he nor made 
thee, and eſtabliſhed thee??? Deut. xxxii. 6. It may 
be ſaid to every man, Ye arc not your own, but 
arc banght with a price.” Every one is God's by 
right, both fout and body. Know ye not, that ye 
are the temple of God; and if any man defile the 
temple of God, him will God deſtroy.” Many of 
you, goſpel. bearers, make the temple of God, your 
fouls, which are God's temple by right, the temple 
of idols. Even falſe prophets are ſaid “ to deny 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon chert 
felves ſwift deſtruclion,“ 2 Peter li. 15 

He is fit, becauſe he has abundance of proviſion_ 
for them. It is propheſied, “a man ſhall take hold 
of his brother, ſaying, thou haſt clothing, be thou 
our ruler, and let this ruin be under thine hand.“ 
In that day ſhall he ſwear, ſaying, I will not be a 
healer" (or a biader vp) for in my houſe is neither 
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bread nor clothing; make me not a rules. of the - 
people,” Ifa. iii. 6. 7. But Chrift is a fit and meer 
ruler, becauſe in is houſe is both bread. and clo- . 
thing: he has plenty to ſupply, and actually does 
maintain all his fubje&s: „he ſupplies the need of 
every thing that lives. The eyes of all wait on thee 
{or look unto thee) and thou giveſt them their meat 
in due ſeaſon; thou openeſt thine hand, and ſatisfies 
the deſire of every living thing,” Pal. cxly, i5, 16. 
So is this great and wide ſea, where are things 
creeping innumerable; theſe all wait on thee, that 
thou mayeſt give them their meat in due ſeaſon,” 
Pfal. civ. 25, 26. 

He has, in a ſpecial manner, purchaſed his own 
people; they are his ſpouſe and church, purchaſed 
by his own blood; and though he has prepared of 
his own goodneſs for the poor, and all theſe poor to 
whom the goſpel either may be, and is preached; 
yet there is the good of God's choſen, that is con- 
ferred on them particularly; hence that prayer, **O 
viſit me with thy ſalvation, that I may fee the good 
of thy choſen—that 1 may N in the gladneſs of 
thy nation,“ Pſal. cvi. 4, 5. As the men of Iſrael 
ſaid to Gideon, ſo may God's redeemed ſay, *Rule 
rhou over us; for thou haſt delivered us from the 
hand of all our enemies,“ Judges viii. 22.— There 
is plenty of proviſion with him; and do his true and 
loyal ſuhjects ſhall never want: »The lions young 
may be hungry, and may lack their food, but ſuch 
as ſeek the Lord, ſhall lack no good ching. „„ 

4thly, It imports the Father's reſolution and en- 
gagement to maintain the kingdom of Chriſt, in op- 
poſition to all its enemies: I have fer up my king; 
and therefore, however the heathen rage, or what- 
ever deſolations are brought on the earth, or judge 
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ments execute, ſceing I have ſet up my king, bs 


kingdom ſhall ſtand for ever, and his throne to all 
generations. I will hold his hand, and his ſeed ſhall 


endure for ever—his throne as the ſun before me— 
his enemies will I clothe with ſhame, but upon him 
ſhall the crown flouriſh,” “ 

Second, How is Chriſt ſet up? Anſ. By election, or 
covenant tranſaction - unction—actual 11 
miſſion of the Spirit, and determining grace —eſta- 
bliſhment of laws and ordinances. And, laſtly, o- 
1 proclamation. | 

1. By election, and covenant tranſaction. Chriſt 
was elected by the Father, and ſet up from everlaſt- 
ing. L have exalted one choſen out of the people.“ 
He was choſen to be his honorary ſervant : *<: Be- 
Hold my ſervant whom Luphold, mine elect in whom 
my ſoul delighteth.—This is ſometimes called a de- 
cree, © the ſure decree I will declare. God's coun- 
ſel ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his pleaſure.” —Ir 
is a covenant agreement: IJ have made a cove- 
nant with my chofen, I have found out David, my 
ſervant.” It was agreed on, © that the man whoſe 
name is the Bxancn, ſhould build the temple 
of the Lord: That he ſhould fit and rule on his 
throne,” Zech. vi. 12, 13. This covenant was con- 
firmed by oath: „ have ſworn unto David, my 
ſervant, thy ſeed will I eſtabliſh for ever, and build 
up thy throne to all generations: once have 1 
ſworn by my holineſs, I will not lie unto David.” 

2. By ſolemn unction; I have-found out Da- 
vid, my ſervant; with my holy oil have I anointed 
him. The anointing was a ſign of conferring gifts 
for the diſcharge of their office, 1 Sam. xvi. 19. 
1 Kings i. 39. Thus, when David was anointed, the 
Spirit of the Lord came pee him from that day 
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forward.” Hence, ſays Chriſt, « the Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord hath a- 
nointed me, &c. Ifa. xi. He is ſaid to be ſealed 
in this reſpe&: © Say ye of him, whom the Fa- 

ther ſealed and ſent into the world, thou blaſ- 
phemeſt, becauſe I ſaid I am the Son of God.” — 
Hence, his members, who are made kings and 
prieſts, are ſaid to be ſealed with the holy Spirit of 
promiſe. The oil poured on the Head, Chriſt, 
our great Aaron, runs down to the ſkirts of his gar- 
ments, deſcends upon his church and people, and 
whatever qualifications or gifts, whether of a com- 
mon or ſpecial nature, came from Chriſt, the a- 
Nointed of the Lord. 

3. By actual inveſtiture and inſtalment into his 
office. He was ſet on his throne, and the reins of 
government put in his hand. Hence Chriſt acknow- 
ledges, © All power in heaven and in earth is given 
unto me. The Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment to the Son.” It is by gift 
and grant of the kingdom to him: * Aſk of me, 
and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
tance,“ Kc. 

4. By che miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
determining x grace, on the hearts of ſinners, «© the 
Spirit is ſent to convince the world of fin, righte⸗ 

ouſneſs, and judgment;“ and that promiſe accom- 

pliſhed both in a temporal and ſpiritual way, “I 
will beat down his enemies before his face, and 
plague them that hate him;*” and, by bis efficaci- 
ous grace, cauſes ſinners to approach to him, and 
ſubmit to his ſceptre of righteouſneſs —He makes 
the arrows of conviction to pierce their hearts; they 
are made to fall down, and to acknowledge, of 4 
truth, ce that the Lord is in it.“ 


0 


* 


* David, when the Lord gave bim one viccory 
alter another, He knew that the Lord had e 
ed the kingdom in his hang. 


By eſtabliſhing laus and ordinances in bis 


houſe; by theſe he manifeſts and exerts his divine 


authority. Hence ſays Chriſt, al He that deſpiſeth 
me, deſpiſeth him that ſeut me. And, ſays the 
Lord to Iſrael, 1 ſend mine angel before thee, 
beware of him, provoke him ROK, for BY name is 
in him,“ 

6. By proclamation. He was Peanlaimed king: 
by God the Father, as in the text: I have ſet my, 
king upon my holy hill, &c. Behold king Solomon. 
with. the crown. wherewirh his. mother crowned 
bim,“ &c. Song iii. 11. © The Lord js the true 
God; he is the living God, and an everlaſting, 
king,” Jer. x, 10. Chriſt proclaims himſelf a king: 
ys I: am the Lord, your holy one, the Creator of 1i- 
racl, your king,” Ia. xliii. 15. **Behalda king ſhall 
reign in 0 4 12 85 xxxli. 1. Lift up 


himſelf a king. "Pilate ſaid unto him, . Art thou a 

king, then? For this end was I born, and for this 
cauſe came I into the world, that I ſhould bear wit. 
neſs unto. the truth, John xviii. 37. Hence he 
was faid © to witneſs a good confeſſion before Pon, 
tius Pilate,” 1 Tim. vi. 13. namely, in confeſſing or 


profeſſing his kingly power and authority. He is 


proclaimed king by the angels: To you is born, 
this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, who is 
Chriſt the Lord,” Luke il. 11. e is both proclaim- 
ed and acknowledged by men on earth: God is 
king of all the earth, ſing praiſes with underitand. 
ing,” Pal. xIvii. 7. God is my king of old, work: 
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ing ſalvation,” Pfal. Ixxiv. 12. The holy one of 
Iſrael is our king,” Pſa). Ixxxix. 18. All fo wor- 
ſhip given him by men, is a ſort of public confeſ- 
fon of him as king. Hence that prophecy and pro- 
miſe, The Lord ſhall be king over all the earth 
every one ſhall even go up to worſhip the king, the 
Lord of hoſts,“ Zech. xiv. 9, 16. The Lord calls 
the kingdoms of the world to praiſe him: „O all 
ye kingdoms of the earth ſing praiſes to this King, 
for he is Lord that ruleth all, unto him praiſes 
fing,” Pal. Ixviii. 32. He is chen both ene, 

ed * acknowledged king by men in the world. 
_ » Third thing propoſed, was to ſhew when was he 
ſet up to be God's king over Zion. Anſ. From e- 
verlaſting—at the creation immediately on the 
back of the fall at his incarnation, reſurrection, 
or aſeenſioa when the goſpel proves ſucceſoful, 
either on particular perſons or nations. 

1, Chriſt was ſet up from everlaſting, in reſpe 
of covenant tranſaction. Says he, I was ſet up 
from eyerlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was,“ Prov. viii. 23. And hence it is called 
the decree in this pſalm. IN 
2. Chriſt was ſet up at the creation: © When he 
prepared the heavens, I was there; when he eſta» 
bliſhed the clouds above; when he ſtrengthened 
the fountains of the deep; when he gave to the ſea 
his decree, that the waters ſhould not paſs his com- 
mandment—then was. J by him, as one brought up 
with him,“ Prov. viii. 27, —30. As Chriſt is gi- 
ven to to be Head over all things to the church, 
and as- this world was to be a theatre upon which 
redeeming love and mercy were to be diſplayed, ſo 
he may be ſaid to be invelted in his office, and ex- 


ert his royal power even in the creation of ail 
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things. Hence it is ſaid, that God created all things 
by Jeſus Chriſt; without him was not any thing. 
made that was made—as it was to be the place on 
which the myſterious glory of all the divine pertec- 
tions were to be diſplayed in the work of redemp- 
tion; ſo he behoved to have a ſpecial concern in 
the work of creation—All things were made for 
him; the divine glory was God's higheſt end, 
and that glory to be manifeſted in Chriſt, ſo all 
things were made by him. So ſoon, then, as the 
myſtery of God is finiſhed, in the full accompliſh- 
ment of the work of application, then this theatre 
ſhall be taken down and diſſolved by him as to the 
preſent frame, and ſhall be new moulded, in a ſuit- 
ableneſs to the ſtate of glory. The day of the Lord 
will come as a thicf in the night, in the which the 
heavens ſhall paſs away, &c. 2 Peter iii. 10, 11, &c. 
This is certainly the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, who ſays, Be- 
holdIcome quickly, &c. In ſuch an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of Man cometh. When the founda- 
tions of the earth, and cornerſtone were laid and faſ- 
tened. The morning ſtars fang together, and all 
the ſons of God ſhouted for joy, Job xxxvill. 4, 7. 
Angels rejoiced in the view of Chriſt's incarnation. 
« Yea, Chriſt the Son, rejoiced in the habitable 
parts of the earth, and his delights were with the 
ſons of men,“ Prov. viii. | | 

3. Chriſt was ſet up on the back of the fall; he 
was then proclaimed openly, and began his effica- 
cious, ſaving, and conquering work. © The feed of 
the woman ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent.” 
He ruled in the midſt of his enemies he carried on 
and exerciſed his prophetical, kingly, and prieſtly 
offices, particularly in his interceſſion, on the foot- 
ing of his ſacrifice to be offered up in due time; he 
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taught, interceded for, and ruled the church, under: 
the Old as well as under the New Teſtament. 

4. He was conſtituted kmg in his incarnation 
and death. When he bringeth in his firſt- born in- 
to the world, he faith, let all the angels of God wor- 
ſhip him: he is thy lord or king, worſhip thou him.“ 
He was proclaimed by the angels, © To you is born 
this day, in the city of David, Chriſt the lord.“ The 
magi, or wiſe men from the caſt, acknowledged him 
as king, by bringing gifts to him. To him ſhall 
Sheba and Sebas kings offer gifts;*” and did ſo at 
his incarnation; yea, at his death, he was ſet u 
king, by the inſcription on the croſs, © Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, king of the Jews, which was written in He- 
brew, Greek, and Latin.” 

5. At his reſurrection, and aſcenſion to heaven, he 
was proclaimed king; having gone a long journey 
in his obedience and death, he received a kingdom. 

He was declared to be the Son of God with pow- 
er. He proved a great conqueror; for he con- 
quered death, hell, and the grave. On the back 
of his reſurrection and aſcenſion, he entered into 
glory; God glorified him with: that glory which he 
had with him befare the world was, that is, the 
glory of a kingdom. He was then made both lord 
and Chriſt. When he aſcended up on high, he 
led captivity captive.” _ | 
6. He ſets him up as king, when he brings in 

particular perſons, churches, or nations, to ſubmit 
to his government. The Father crowns him, by 
preparing a throne inthe hearts of finners, and veſts 
ing him in the government. of them. No man 
can come unto me, except the Father, which hath 
ſent me, draw him.“ He ſets him as king, when he 
puts him in Eng the heathen, God's pro- 
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miſe is, © I will give thee the heathen for thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for 

thy poffeſſion. I will ſet his hand in the fea, and 
his right hand in the rivers;“ both iflands and in- 
land countries ſhall wait for his law; nations ſhall 
blefs themſelves in him; and in this'king ſhall all na- 
tions be bleſſed. 

In the day of believing, a ſinner, by his actual 
conſent, puts the crown on Chriſt's head. 

The Father then crowns Chriſt, by preparing a 
throne in the heart, and inveſting him in the go- 
vernment thereof. Hence, that ** no man can 
come unto me, except the Father, who hath ſent 
me, draw him.” As he deſtined a throne for Chriſt 

in the heart, ſo he makes way for his actual reign 
there, by beating down his enemies before him. As 
the mediatory power is put forch, in ſubduing of fin- 
ners, fo the Father's power m accompliſhing the 
promiſe to Chriſt. . His Father will cauſe him to 
« fee his feed, he ſhall prolong his days,“ &c. 

Fourth head, was to ſpeak of Chriſt's kingdom, 
over which he is conſtitute: it is his holy hill of 
Zion. As to the nature of it, then, 

1. It is ſpiritual and heavenly. 

2. Holy and pure. 

3. Viſible and inviſible. 

4. Univerſal. ; 

5. Durable and everlaſting. And, 

6. Independent and abſolute. 


1 1. Its nature is ſpiritual and heavenly: it is fre- 
li - quently called the kingdom of heaven; the king- 


dom of heaven is likened to ſuch and ſuch things, 
as—a grain of muſtard ſeed to leaven which a wo- 


L man took, &c.—to a treaſure hid in a field—to a 


net caſt into the ſea—all denoting their ſmall be- 
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ginnings, and their great increaſe, Matth. xiii. It 
is the kingdom of heaven, becauſe in it the heirs 
of glory are brought forth, nourithed, trained up, 
and made meet for heaven. It is heaven, becaufe, 
in the ordinances, God manifeſts his ſpecial pre- 
ſence; fo his people ſay anent it, “ this is none o- 
ther than the houſe of God, and gate of heaven.“ 
Here the gates of heaven are opened, and glorious 
difcoveries made. | 

It is ſpiritual in its appearance—fubjets—laws 
—rule—offticers—weapons — privileges — penalties 
Tends-and deſigns. 

Iſt, In its appearance; Chriſt's kingdom cometh 
not with obſervation, not with outward pomp and 
ſplendour, as Agrippa and Berenice, or as kings ap- 
pear in this world, with magnificent attire, nume- 
rous and brilliant attendants. Kings have ſumptu- 
ous palaces grand and crouded courts—fine deli- 
cacics, and : ich attire. But Chriſt came with a 
few mean fiſher-men for his attendants—had a 
ſtable for his palace, and common fare for his pro- 
viſion. He appeared © as a root out of a dry 
place, about whom was no comlineſs—came in a 
meek and lowly manner, riding upon an aſs, a colt, 
the foal of an aſs.” Though he was the king of 
glory, his divine glory was vailed, © his viſage was 
fo marred, more than any man, and his form more 
than the ſons of men,“ Ita. lii. 14. "vl 

24, The ſubjects are ſpiritual; his real ſubjects 
are born of the Spirit; „“ that which is born of the 

Spirit is ſpirit; and except a man be born again, he 
Cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven;”” they 
are ſpiritual in their thoughts; '** to be ſpiritually 
minded is life eternal;* their deſires are ſet on things 
above; I have thought of thy loving-kindneſs in 
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the midſt of thy temple;“ ſpiritual in their endea- 
vours; * and ſo ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and 
his righteouſneſs; this one thing they deſire and 
ſeek to obtain, to dwell in God's houſe for ever,“ 
&c. ſpiritual in their diſcourſe, like the diſciples on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, ſpeak of the deceaſe 
he accompliſhed at Jeruſalem they are choſen out 
of the world, even viſible church members, are de- 
dicated, ſet apart to ſpiritual privileges, and their 
outward profeſſion is ſpiritual, they profeſs to be- 
lieve ſpiritual doctrines, and follow after ſpiritual 
things: they profeſs to know God, though in prac- 
tice they frequently deny him. The people of God, 
however poor, mean, and contemptible, yet they 
are rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, James 
11. 5. being choſen out of the world, have their 
converſation in heaven; God's kingdom is within, 
them; for he ſways his ſceptre in their hearts. 

3d, The laws and ordinances of this kingdom are: 
ſpiritual; the ſubjects are called to obſerve all things 
whatever he has commanded them, neither to add 
to, nor diminiſh from them. The law is holy, juſt, 
and good; the reſpect paid to them, and the wor- 
ſhip given to the great inſtituter, is ſpiritual. Be- 
cauſe God is a Spirit, we muſt worſhip him in ſpi- 
rit and in truth.“ All that homage and ſervice done 
to the king of Zion is ſpiritual; preaching, pray- 
ing, reading, hearing, faſting, thankſgiving, vow- 
ing or ſwearing unto God, are ſpiritual exerciſes, 
and all appointed for ſpiritual ends, that new born 
babes may grow by the ſincere milk of the word, 
and the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furniſhed to every good work;” that ſinners may 
either be brought in, ſaints built apy or Fecry deſpt- 
ſer of them left inexcuſable. 
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ach, All the officers in this kingdom are ſpiritual, 
which are paſtors, teachers, elders, and deacons. 
When Chriſt aſcended up on high, he both re- 
ceived gifts for, and gave them unto. men, Eph. 
iv. It. None can take from, nor add to theſe, no 
more than can be done with reference to ordinan- 

ces, and none ſhould take upon them theſe offices, 
unleſs called regularly ro them: * No man taketh 
this honour to himſelf, but he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron.“ Alt is the ſpirits of men the 
are exerciſed about; hence called, like Moſes, - 
& men of God;” they are, or ſhould be men of 
God's appointing, qualifying, maintaining, and ſuc- 
ceeding 1n their work. 

5th, Spiritual in its privileges; it is a free king- 
doin, free from bondage and tyranny; © whom the 
Son makes free, they are free indeed; free from 
the condemnatory ſentence of the law—** no con- 
demnation to them who are in Chriſt jeſus; from 
the law precept as a covenant; ©* ye are no more un- 
der the law, but under grace; —from a bondage 
ſpirit; © ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage 
again to fear, &c. They have a free traffic with 
heaven, free acceſs to God through the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 

They bring their proviſion from afar are un- 
der God's ſpecial protection, both as to ſoul and 
body; their ſoul is protected from temptation and 
ſpiritual enemies, and their bodies from danger; 
henceforth, he keeps their out-goings and their in- 
comings for ever. | 

They are made. conquerors over all their piri⸗ 
rual enemies; © made kings and prieſts unto God; 
they have princely attendants, a guard of angels— 


and princely robes, the righteouſneſs of Chrilt; 
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princely. proviſion, the proviſion of the new cove- 
nant; that goodneſs which Chriſt has prepared. 
He is a king of infinite riches, who will ſupply all 
their wants, pardon all their ſins give them the 
cleareſt diſcoveries, and effectuate the greateſt de- 
liverances from ſin, Satan, the world, its torment- 
ing fears, anxious cares, and alluring ſmiles; << Be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world—Privi- 
leged with the greateſt dignities---put' among his 
children---exalted to fit with him on his throne--- 
made heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt--- 
ſtrengthened with all might in the inner man.“ 

6th, Spiritual in its threatenings and penalties--- 
the ſoul is bound over to eternal death----mens 
hearts are hardened----conſciences feared----many 
times under ſpiritual deſertions, - blindneſs of mind, 
ſtupidity, and indifferency, God gives up men to 
walk in their own counſels. - Miniſters are called 
to inflict ſpiritual cenſures; ſuch as admonitions, 
reproofs, excommunications leſſer or greater, ac- 
cording 'to the nature or aggravations of the crime. 

7th, It is ſpiritual in its ends. The great deſign 
of God's erecting a church, was, that he might be 
glorified, and his glory manifeſted: “ In judah's 
land God is well known.“ — That ſinners may be 
converted; * reſtore to me the joy of thy ſalva- 
tion, then ſhall Lteach tranſgreſſors thy ways,“ &c. 
It is for the edification of his own people, and 
making them meet for heaven; he gave ſome a- 
poſtles, prophets, paſtors, and teachers, for the 
work of the miniſtry, the edifying of the body of 
Chriſt, and perfecting of the ſaints, that they may 
be built up, and made meet for that inheritance.“ 
It is, that his enemies may be left inexcuſable, and 
viſibly conquered; I do not mean, that the church 
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s ſpiritual in its ends, excluſive of either men or 
13 for what they do, it ſhould be for ſpi- 
ritual ends, 1 Cor. x. 31. yea, it is for ſpiritual 8884 
as well as temporal, that God erects kingdoms, and 

ſet up rulers in them, as is clear in David and So- 
lomon. 
2d, The church is holy and pure; hence, eal- 
led © his holy hill of Zion.“ Chriſt is a holy head, 
and ſo mult have holy members. All the members 
of his myſtical body muſt be made like unto Chriſt; 
as they have borne the image of the firſt Adam, 
they mult alſo bear the image of the ſecond. They 
are holy, by being delivered both from the guilr 
and pollution of fin here, being clothed with the 
garment of his righteouſneſs, regenerated, and 
ſanctified by the Spirit of holineſs; there is a vi- 
fible and exiernal holineſs of dedication in baptiſm, 
and profeſſion of the truths, and a practical exer- 
ciſing of the ordinances of the goſpel. Men may 
be outwardly holy, withour being fo internally, and 
in reſpect of real renovation of heart; only the 
church ſhould be holy or pure in her members, or- 
dinances, worſhip, diſcipline, and government. Ho- 
lineſs becomes God's houſe for ever. 

3d, The church is viſible and inviſible. The vi- 
ſible church is madè up of all who profeſs the true 
religion, and cheir children. The inviſible church 
is made up of all that are united to Chriſt, or in- 
grafted in him, as the branch in the vine. It is in 
both reſpects, that Chriſt is appointed or conſtitu- 
ted king; for, as he rules the church viſible, ac- 
cording to its nature, ſo the church inviſible, ac- 
cording to its nature; and all things of the viſible 
church are ſubordinate to the inviſible. A church, 
in its very nature, muſt . r 
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confeſhon, and in its holineſs. If men be either 
ignorant, or openly profane, they cannot be ac- 
counted members of the viſible church. 
4th, It is catholic or univerſal, as to time and 
place. In all ages of the world, the Lord has ral- 
ſed up ſome, though at ſome ſcaſons more, at other 
times fewer, profeſſors of the truth and worſhip of 
the true God, No time has, or will take place, 
in which there are not ſome witneſſes of the truth. 
In every place where the worſhip of God has, does, 
or will rake place, there is the church; and the pro- 
miſe is, © that the knowledge of the Lord will co- 
ver the earth, as the waters do the ſea,” will ex- 
tend through 'the whole world. 
5th, It is a durable and conquering kingdom. 
While in this world, the people of God are in a 
militant ſtate, as they are way-faring, ſo war-far- 
ing men, fighting under Chriſt's banner, as the 
Captain of falvation; but, however “ Gad, a 
troop, may overcome him, yet he ſhall overcome 
at laſt. His people ſhall overcome, by the blood 
of the Lamb, and the word of their teſtimony.— 
Chriſt, the ſtone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, ſhall break in pieces all the kingdoms of 
the world —of the increaſe of his government and 
peace there ſhall be no end,“ Iſa. ix. 7. 4 He ſhall 
reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there ſhall be no end, Luke i. 33. 
"ik Chriſt's kingdom is an independent Eing- 
dom; his authority and government depends on 
no creature. He is both abſolute and independent 
 —all rulers depend on him. Promotion comes 
not from eaſt nor weſt, but God is Judge; he puts 
down one, and ſets up another.” The church has 


ſubſiſted in all ages, notwithſtanding of the oppoſi · 
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tion to, and perſecution of her. The heathen and 
Antichriſt both may rage and combine againſt the 
church; all will be to no purpoſe; for this throne 
of Chriſt ſhall endure for ever, and laſt like the ſun; 
and hepromiſes to leave in the midſt of them, an 
afflicted and poor people, and they ſhall truſt in the 
name of the Lord Fear thou not, O Jacob, my 
ſervant, faith the Lord; for J am with thee; for T 
will make a full end of all the nations whither 1 
have driven thee, but I will not make a full end of 
thee, but correct thee in meaſure, yet will I nct 
leave thee wholly unpuniſhed,“ Jer. xlvi. 28. Such 
nations or kingdoms, who join with Antichriſt, and 
oppoſe the church and kingdom of Chriſt, may look 
out for, and expect deſolation and deſtruction; for 
the promiſe is, © The Gentiles ſhall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightneſs of thy riſing— 
the flocks of Kedar ſhall be gathered unto thee, the 
rams of Nebajoth ſhall miniſter unto -thee—the 
fons of the ſtrangers ſhall build up thy walls, and 
their kings ſhall miniſter unto thee—the nation and 
kingdom that will not ſerve thee ſhall periſh, yea, 
theſe nations ſhall be utterly waſted,” Iſa. Is. 12. 

All kings, and their ſubjects, either oppoſe Chriſt, 
and his kingdom of the church; or favour, ſup- 
port, propagate, and endeavour to ſpread it thro” 
the world. In fo far as employed in the firſt, they 
muſt expect defolation-and deſtruction; in fo far as 
employed or exerciſed in the laſt, viz. the propaga- 
tion of religion, they may look for ſucceſs and du- 
ration: thus all the kingdoms of the world are ſub- 
ordinate to Chriſt, as Mediator, and his ſpecial 
kingdom the church; and thus he exerciſes all his 
authority, whether in or about the church, for her 
ſpiritual good—as all * relate to the 
| 5 
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church; ſo all mankind, on whom theſe are exer- 
ciſed, depend on the church, for whoſe good they 
ſhall all operate: and the Lord can ſupport and 
propagate his ſpiritual kingdom by what inſtru- 
ments or means he pleaſes, and eſpecially without 
the helps of worldly advantages, by very ſmall and 
inſignificant means: It is not by might, nor by 
power, but by my holy Spirit, faith the Lord.” 
But though the Lord has, and will carry on his 
work ſovereignly, yet he lays down the duty of 
great men and ſmall, and will make rulers inferior 
and ſuperior, in their different ſtations, favour re- 
ligion, “and to come out to the help of the Lord 
againſt the mighty.” He may uſe their help when 
he pleaſes, though he can carry on his work with- 
out, and independent of it, yea, though they ſhould 
oppole it. 


It eva not on the wealth and grandeur of 
the World. 
elt is not many wiſe men, not many noble are 
called, but to the poor the goſpel is preached. R 
Chriſt's kingdom of the ehurch, which is the prin- 
cipal part of his Mediatory kingdom, depends on 
his ſpecial influence and government, as he is the 
head of both, and he ſubordinates: all things for 
His own glory, and her advantage, 

Fifth head, was to ſhew, how Chriſt's conſtitu- 
non. over Zion, is a ſecurity againſt all the attacks 
of her enemies, and ſo matter of comfort to the 
church. | 

ng ie matter of ſecurity, and ſo of comfort, 
If we conſider the ends for which he is con- 
N i. e. for ſupplying of wants, and defence a- 
gainſt dangers, and the manifeſtation of his glory 


for ſupplying all wants: in this king's houſe is both 
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meat and clothing. The treaſure of heaven aud 
earth are at his diſpoſal. The earth, and fulneſs 
thereof, belongs to him.” And, ſays he, „the 
filver and gold are mine. „Al ſpiritual bleſſings are 
treaſured up in him. My God can, and will, ſup: 
ply all your wants, according to his riches in glory, 
by Chrilt Jeſus.” No king can relieve their ſub- 
jects at all times. The woman, reduced to a great 
{trait in the ſiege of Samaria, cried, Help, O 
king!“ 2 Kings vi. 26. but he could not. Chriſt, 
the king of Zion, will be a preſent help—yea, he 
makes content with a little; „a little that the righ- 
teous hath, is better than the riches of many wir- 
ked.” He can make a 'ſmall thing increaſe, like 
the widow's oil, 2 Kings iv. or make the beaſts of 
the field to feed them, as the ravens did Elijah, and 
the widow woman with her barrel of meal 'and 
cruſe of oil, 1 Kings xvii. The people of Melita 
ſhewed no {mall kindneſs to Paul and his company, 
Acts xxviii. He ſupplied Iſrael with manna from 
heaven. It is one of the glories of his kingdom, 
that he provides for all in it.“ The eyes of 
all things wait on thee, the giver of all good, 4 
&c. 

2. He defends from, and ſecures againſt all dan- 
gers: he is a wall of fire round about his church, 
and ſo either keeps the evil from them, or delivers 
them out of evil: thus, he reſcued Lot out of So- 
dom, and Moſes from the waters, or preſerves in 
the midſt of danger, as Noah in the midſt of 'the 
_ deluge, Joſeph in Egypt, and the three children 
in the midſt of che furnace, and Daniel anaug 
lions. 

Hie can abate the power of the enemy, and aſs 
it, as he pleaſes—thus he blinded the Sodomites— 
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turned Saul's force, directed for David's ruin, 23 
gainſt the Philiſtjnes—when Senacherib had ſtruck 
2 terror upon Hezekiah, God made him to hear a 
rumour, that Tyrhaka, king of Ethiopia, was come 
to make war againſt him, Iſa: xxxvii. 7, 9. 

He breaks the enemy's power; he broke Rahab 
in pieces, Pſal. Ixxxix. 10. By their own attempts 
he overthrows them, as he did Pharaoh. in the Red 
Sea, and Haman in his attack on Mordecat. 

3. It is for the glory of his own name, and pro- 
moting his own mtereſt, which is concerned in the 
good of his people; when they are weak, his work 
is to ſtrengthen; ſays he, Strengthen ye the weak 
hands, confirm the feeble knees;** when ſtraitened, 
he will enlarge it, and make it a Rehobath; the 
promiſe is, The children which thou ſhalt have af- 
ter thou haſt loſt the others, ſhalt ſay, © the place 
is too ſtrait, give place to me, that I may dwell—1 
will lift my hand to the Gentiles, and ſet up my 
ſtandard to the people, and they ſhall bring thy 
ſons in their arms, and thy daughters upon their 
ſhoulders.” When the church is low, he will in- 
ereaſe and multiply it. Abram's family, though 
the church was few, and confined to it, yet it ſpread 
through the families of the earth. The cloud, 
though like a man's hand, is made to cover the 
whole heavens. A little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump.— The grain of muſtard-ſeed grows up to a 
vaſt tree. Though Chriſt's intereſt ſhould fink as 
to appearance, he will raiſe it up: Zerubbabel's 
hands, who have laid the foundation, will finiſh 
the ſuperſtruture.—Though the dragon purſued 
the woman into the Wilderneſs, yet a place of ſafe- 
ty was prepared for her there, Rev. xii. Though 
it ſeems dead, he will revive it; © After two days 
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he will revive us, and in the chird he will raiſe us 
up, and we ſhall live in his ſight.” 

When the ten tribes of Ifracl revolted, culy two 
remained, and adhered to God's worſhip When 
Judah was carried captive, and their temple burnt, 
then his intereſt was low; they were like the dry 
bones, and complained, Our bones are dried, our 
hope loſt, &c. Can theſe dry bones live? The pro- 
miſe is, q will open your graves, and cauſe you to 
come out of your graves,” Ezek. xxxvii. When 
the witneſſes are flain, he will reſtore them again. 

. Laſtly, Chriſt is qualified for this work of ruling; 
le has infinite wiſdom; and ſo he is called“ the 
only wiſe God,“ 1 Tim. i. 17. The wiſdom of an- 
gels is but folly compared with his: „He is won- 
derful in counſel, as well as excellent in working.“ 

He has infinite power, both of authority and a- 
bility: „He is the Lord God Almighty, who 
quickens the dead, and calls things that be not, as 
though they were.“ He hath plenty of inſtru- 
ments to carry on his work; he has angels, men, 
and all creatures; and can fir, qualify, excite,” or 
reſtrain theſe inſtruments, as he pleaſes. All in 
heaven and in earth are at his controul: beaſts of 
the field, fowls of the air, fiſh of the fea, are pur 
in ſubjection to him. The earth, and all its fulneſs, 
belongs unto him. —He wants no opportunities to 
carry on his work; for the times and ſeaſons are in 
his hand. —He has a will and inclination to carry it 
on; © for he takes delight 1 in Zion, and bath cho- 
ſen it for his habitation.“ 

He beſtows what gifts he pleaſes on his king- 
dom the church; for he hath received gifts for 
men, and willingly beſtows them upon men: he is 
rs a liberal and cheerful giver. © God On 1 
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racl, and ſo raiſed up . as their king, and 
gave wiſdom to him.” He gave him largeneſs of 
heart, even as the ſand on the fea ſhore. 
. He is a rich king, and enriches his kingdom with 
all kind of riches. He has all the treaſures of hea- 
ven and earth. + Chriſt's interpoſition, on the en- 
trance of ſin againſt the immediate curſe,” (ſays 
Dr. Owen,) fixed the world under a twofold diſ- 
« penſation: 1ſt, Of patience and forbearance,” 
Acts xvit. 30. And the times of this ignorance, 
«© God winked at, but now commandeth all mer 
every where to repent.” —* He endured much 
« long-ſuffering and patience; and ſo, in that re- 
* ſpe&, bore up the pillars of the earth. 2dly, Of 
* goodneſs and mercy, Acts xiv. 16. Who, in 
cc times paſt, ſuffered all nations to walk in their 
* own ways, nevertheleſs, he left not himſelf with- 
« out a witneſs, in that he did good, and gave us 
“ rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling 
5 their hearts with joy and gladneſs, &c. His 
© mercy and goodneſs, of whatever kind, whether 
© more SPECIAL or COMMON, Vents, or is beſtowed 
© on, and exerciſed towards the church in particu- 
lar, or the world in general, in a conſiſtency with 
« juſtice. Juſtice and judgment is the very baſis of 
© his throne and government of the church, and all 
things for her ſake. To this end, Chrilt died, 
© roſe, and revived, that he might be Lord both 
* of the dead and living.” 
Is not this matter of comfort, that this King is 

juſt and impartial in all his adminiſtrations. © The 
juſt Lordi is in the midſt of thee, he will not do ini- 
quity.” He is juſt, becauſe he hears every cauſe 
before he judge it. Hence, he ſays, both with re- 
ference to Babel and Sodom, I will go down, and 
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ſee,” in alluſion to àa man on hearing a report, will 
not proceed upon report, but will make the ſtrict- 
eſt ſearch; | He examines, and takes confeſſion 
from their own mouth. Hence, as to Adam, he 
took his confeſſion, and ſays, © Becauſe thou haſt 
done this, and hearkened unto the voice of thy 
wife, and hait eaten; curſed is the ground for thy 
ſake,” &c. Gen. iii, He ſhews not only the evi- 
dence of the fact, but its contraricty to law, Be- 
cauſe thou haſt eaten of the tree, of which I com- 
manded thee, ſaying, © Thou ſhalt not eat of it,“ 
&c. The Gentiles, which have not the law, do by 
nature the things contained in the law, &c. Three 
things bias men, which can never have the leaſt 
influence on God, 1. e. fear of greatneſs - Hope of re- 
ward, and affeftion from nearneſs of relation. 

1. Fear of greatneſs cannot, in the leaſt. influence 
God; he is Almighty, and regards not the power 
of any; the day of the Lord“ comes on every one 
that is proud and lofty—upon all the cedars of Le- 
banon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all 
the oaks of Baſhan, -and upon all the high moun- 
rains. He is the great and mighty one, who may 
ſtand before him, if once he is ansry—who may 
abide the day of his wrath—He is great, and great- 
ly to be feared; and therefore it may be ſaid, how 
are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war pe- 
riſhed??? - Em | 

2. Hope of reward may make both ſuperior 
and inferior judges partial. Bribes obſtruct juſtice. 
The rulers, with ſhame, do love, give ye, Hol. 
iv. 18, they were more pleaſed with rewards, than 
doing juſtice; the Lord's name is Elſhaddai, God 
all-Cacient. He has all in himfelf, and needs no- 
thing; * Were I hungry, I would not complain; 

Tel 
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for-the cattle on a thouſand hills are mine. Their. 
ſilver and their gold ſhall not be able to deliver 


them in the day of his wrath,” Ezek. vii. 9.“ Of. 


fer him thouſands of gold and filver, that will not 
ſtay his wrath one moment: riches profit not in the 
day of wrath.” -In the day of man's wrath, ſome- 
times they will, but never in the day of God's wrath. 

3. Affection and nearneſs of relation may im- 
pede juſtice among men, but no ſuch thing can 


take place with God. Some may have hands free 


of bribes, and hearts free of fears, yet overcome 
by affection. The command is, in our cleaving 
to Chriſt, „to hate father and mother — God is 
of one mind, and who can turn him.” Whatever 
relation they bear to him, or he to them, if the 
tranſgreſs, they ſhall be puniſhed. © As I live, 
ſaith the Lord, though Coniah, the ſon of Jehoia- 
kim, king of Judah, were the ſignet upon my right 
hand, yet would I pluck thee thence,” Jer. xxii. 
24. You, of all the families of the earth have 1 
known, therefore will I puniſh you,“ &c. 

Is not this great comfort, that Zion's king is 
ſtrong, and greatly {ſtrengthens her. Cry out and 
ſhout, thou inhabitant of Zion, for great is the holy 
one of Iſrael in the midit of thee.” It has a ſtron 


Foundation; the Lord hath founded Zion,“ Ir is 


ſaid „ to have twelve foundations, and ſo built on 
the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the 
chief corner ſtone.—Strong armies; God's cha- 
riots are twenty thouſand, thouſands of ſtrong an- 
gels—ſtrong bulwarks, falvation will God appoint 
for walls and bulwarks; God himſelf is as a wall 
of fire round about her, and, his glory ſhining in 
the midſt of her.—The ſtone cut out of the moun- 
taia without hands ſhall break in pieces all the king- 
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doms of the world.” The inhabitants are ftrong— 
ſtrong in faith, love, and patience, in all that grace 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

<« Tt' is built on a rock, and ſo the gates of hell 
ſhall never prevail againſt | it.“ | 


APPLICATION. 

1. Hence fee, that it is impoſſible Chriſt can 
come ſhort of his deſign and ends in his death, 
ſeeing he has the adminiſtration in his hand, all 
power in heaven and earth; and ſo all attempts from 
earth and hell will prove abortive. Can men bring 
down or oppoſe what God ſets up—whoſe coun- 
fel or work ſhall ſtand. —The ſetting up of Chriſt 
is a ſufficient antidote againſt the fear of enemies, 
or oppoſition in following this King,; thus he has 
ſaid, „With him my hand ſhall be eſtabliſhed; 
mine arm ſhall ſtrengthen him: I will beat down his 
enemies before him, and plague thoſe who hate 
him.” In following this King, you may preſs thro” 
troops of enemies, mountains of difficulties, and 
billows of temptations, ready to ſwallow you up. 
„Fear not, ſays he, I am with you,“ &c. 

2. See the doctrine of Chriſt's kingly office is 
of great importance: it is that wherein the honour 
and glory of God is very nearly connetted, —God's 
name and authority 1s abſolute and incontrollable. 

The higheſt authority is ſtamped on all his 
laws and inſtitutions; none dare, none can change 
them, but upon their higheſt peril, Miniſters are 
called “to preach the goſpel to every creature, 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatever he 
hath commanded them, neither to add to, nor di- 
miniſh from them.“ None dare oppoſe any part 


of truth—the whole truths are to be kept pure; 
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every one is called to go about Lion, to tell her 
towers and mark well her bulwarks,“ and to tranſ- 
mit them faithfully to poſterity. If either miniſters 
or magiſtrates change the ordinances and Jaws of 
this King of Zion, run in direct contrariety to them, 
incroaching upon one another's office and work, 
they may expect the wrath of God, the Jaw- 
giver. 

3. See great comfort to the nch and encou» 
ragement to ſinners; Chriſt is conſtitute a King, 
to beſtow gifis on men. When he aſcended up on 
high, he received gifts for, and gave them to men. 
Chriſt himſelf was given as a light to the world. 
* When darkneſs covered the. earth, and groſs 
darkneſs the people,“ light was the firſt bleſſing to 
the world. The Lord made two great lights, 
the greater, the ſun, to rule by day, and the leſ- 
ſer, the moon, to rule by night. Juſt ſo has Chriſt 
given two great lights; the light of divine revela- 
tion to rule by day. In this "reſpect is that pro- 
miſe, „The dimneſs ſhall not be ſuch as was in 
her vexation, when he lightly afflicted the land of 
Zebulun and Napthalim, by the way of the ſea, Ga- 
lilce of the nations, the people that ſat 1 in darkneſs 
have ſeen a great light.“ 

2. The light of reaſon, like the moon, to rule 


by night, in theſe places where the revelation or 


light of the goſpel is not. Both theſe gifts are, and 


eometh down from the Father of lights, &c. All 


true wiſdom and knowledge cometh from above— 
craft and cunning from men's wicked hearts and 
the devil; for it is wiſdom abuſed.—Chriſt being 
given to the world as a King and Lord, is great 
encouragement. He hath made him both Lord 


and Chriſt. Ie is made Lord proprietor and pot- 


( 610 
ſeſſor. The Lord that bought us; is he not thy 
Father that hath bought thee; he hath made thee, 
and eſtabliſhed thee;“ and ſo we are entirely at his 
diſpoſal- Lord teacher and inſtructor; © Ye call 
me Maſter (or teacher) and Lord; and ye ſay well, 
for ſo l am Be ye not called maſters, or guides, in 
in doctrine; for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt;“ 
he is ſet up to enlighten your minds in the know- 
ledge of truth, and guide your feet in the way of 
peace; and ſo we are obliged to believe theſe truths 
he reveals, to walk in theſe ways he preſcribes, 
He is the great teacher come from God,” —He 
is a Lord, as the huſband, maſter, and head of his 
family. Moſes was faithful as a ſervant, but 
Chriſt, as a ſon, over his own houſe, whoſe houſe 
are we.” - As a maſter, he is a treaſurer or ſteward 
to his family. It pleaſed the Father, that in him 
ſhould all fulnefs dwell.” As he received gifts, ſo 
he diſtributes them unto men. He maintains, feeds, 
and provides all things neceſſary for his family. 
Ile is given as a ruler and governor; he rules 
his family the church, in a moſt beautiful and regu- 
lar manner. If Balaam wondered at the beautiful 
order of Iſrael, crying out, © How beautiful are 
thy tents, O Jacob! and thy tabernacles, O Iſrael! 
they are ſpread forth as the trees of lign aloes,” in 
a moſt regular order. If the queen of Sheba fo 
admired the glory of Solomon's table, the riches 
of his proviſion, and the order of his family; how 
much more ſhall we not admire the wiſdom and re- 
gularity of Chrilt's government in and over the 
church, whether by word or providence? It is 
great matter of comfort, © that the government is 
upon his ſhoulders, and he ſhall reign over the 
houſe of Jacob for cver and ever.“ He is our 
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Lord, as he is our Captain and Leader; © he is 
the Captain of ſalvation, who is made perfect thro? 
ſufferings,” —the Leader whoſe conduct we ſhould 
follow, whoſe pattern and example we ſhould re- 
gard. © He is the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of 
our ſquls, who will feed, protect, and guide; the 
meek and lowly he will guide,” &c. 

As Chriſt was given to be a King, ſo rule and go- 
vernment. was given along with him. The intro- 
duction of ſin put the whole world into confuſion, 
and ſet all the creatures thereof at variance; the 
earth was ready to be diſſolved, and every ereature 
at war againſt another; but the giving of Chriſt 
for the world was the ſupport, eſtabliſhment, and 
regularity of it; for Chriſt was given as a covenant 
to eſtabliſh the earth, &c. | + 

How great comfort to the whole creation! And 
hence, Let heaven and earth rejoice, the ſea roar, 
and the fulneſs thereof—the fields, and all that is 
therein—the trees of the wood,” &c. Why do all 
things rejoice? or why are they called to do fo in 
Chriſt's rule and government? It is becauſe of his 
ſuſtentation and eſtabliſhment of them his regula- 
tion and order his benediction of them, and the 
goſpel propagation in the laws he gives, and the 
way and manner in which he rules. 

1ſt, They rejoice at his ſuſtentation and eſtabliſh- 
ment of the world, or kingdoms and nations. Sin 
brought a load on the whole creation, which was 
ready to ſink and diſſolve it. We know the 
whole creation groaneth, and travaileth in pain to- 
gether until now—rhe creature itſelf ſhall be deli- 
vered from the bondage of corruption,” Rom. viii. 
20, 21, 22, The earth is diſſolved, but I bear up 
the pillars thereof, Selah.” | 
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Sin is both a burdenſome and deſtructive things 
it ſunk the old world into ruin and deſtrution—it 
conſumed Sodom and Gomorrah—brought many 
plagues on Egypt—exterminated the Canaanites— 
caſt Iſrael out of their own land carried them cap- 
tive to Aſſyria and Babylon has deſolated the Aſ- 
ſyrian, Babylonian, Perſian, Grecian, and Roman 
monarchies, particularly Rome-Pagan, and will, in 
a ſhort time, totally overturn and ruin Rome- Anti- 
chriſt, with all his ten horns and kingdoms that 
cleave to him, or his idolatrous worſhip. 

The kingdoms of the world have not only a na- 
tural, but a moral dependence on God; elſe, why 
do they appoint national faſts, for averting national 
judgments and public calamities, from which no hu- 
man power can defend them, and of which idola- 
try and perſecution have been among the chief cau- 
ſes; and hence we read, © that becauſe Iſrael burnt 
incenſe to other gods, and made cakes to the queen 
of heaven, therefore their land became a deſolation, 
an aſtoniſhment, and a curſe, without an inhabi- 
tant,“ Jer. xliv. 15, 19. Idolatry is not merely an 
error that men fall into, but a great wickedneſs 
committed againſt the cleareſt light, and a chief 
cauſe of God's terrible judgments upon nations, 
eſpecially when the word of God has given a full 
diſcovery of its criminality. + They chooſe new 
gods, then was there war in the gates,” Juds. v. 8. 
It was upon this account that Babylon was deſtroy- 
ed: A great drought is upon her waters, and they 
ſhall be dried up, for it is the land of graven images, 
and they are mad upon their idols; therefore the 
wild beaſts of the deſerts, with the wild beaſts of 
the iſland, ſhall dwell therein; and it ſhall be no 
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more inhabited for ever, neither ſhall it be dwelt 
in from generation to generation.” 

But Chriſt's goveryment, and ferting up his king- 
dom of the church, is the ſupport and eſtabliſhment 
of the world; as by the fin of the firſt Adam, the 
whole creation was made ſubject to vanity; fo, by 


the grace of the ſecond Adam, it ſhall, ſome way 


or other, firſt or laſt, be delivered from the bon- 
dage of corruption: and why does he preſerve this 
or that nation and kingdom from total deſtruction? 


It is becauſe there is a remnant of God's people, 


either in them already, or to be brought forth in 
them. The holy ſeed ſhall be the ſubſtance there- 
of.“ Had it not been for his name's fake, his Chriſt's 
fake, and his people's ſake, he would have {cattered 
them into corners, and made them an aſtoniſhment 
among the nations. 

2d, They rejoice at the regulation and order of 
the world. Sin put every thing out of order: it ſo 
diſorders men and things, that were they not regu- 
hte by the all-powerful providence of God. every 
creature would devour another—men would be like 
the fiſhes of the ſea, the greater ro devour the leſs. 
A three-one God regulated the courſe of nature at 
firſt—the ſame God, in and through the Mediator, 
preſerves andkeeps it in itsproper order; for by him 


all things conſiſt, not only ſubſiſt in their being, but 


confilt i in their order; ; amidſt the greateſt conſuſions 


in the world, God carries on the greateſt order of 


his work: * he makes the wrath of man to praiſe 
him,” How orderly does he regulate the church, 
and makes kingdoms, nations, and every thing in 
them, ſubſervient to his glory, and their good. —By 
his Re and government, peace is e to, and kept 
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in the world. © In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved; 


and Ifrael ſhall dwell ſafely—the wolf hall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with 
the'kid—rhey ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the carth ſhall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord,” Ifa. xi. 6, 7. 

As a Prieſt, Chriſt has procured peace; © he has 
made peace by the blood of his croſs.” Asa King, 
he gives peace, and maintains or preſerves it, and 
reſtores it when loſt * When-the juſt flouriſhes, 
. Chriſt. the juſt one, proſpers in his reign; then 
the lofty mountains ſhall bring forth peace, aud the 
little hills righteouſneſs.” Abundance of peace 
{hall continue as long as the luminaries of heaven. 

zd The whole world is called to, and do re- 
joice, at Chriſt's benediction, or the bleſſings which 
flow from his being conſtitute King; not on'y the 
bleſſing of regularity and peace, but the bleſſing 
of beauty and fruitfulneſs. 

As he bleſſed Laban for Jacob's fake Potipher and 
the land of Egypr, for Joſeph's ſake, fo the world for 
Chrilt'sfake. ** In him ſhall all the nations of the earth 
be bleſſed;” bleſſed withmany common bleſſings. He 
did not leave himſelf without a witneſs, “ but ſent 
them rain and fruitful ſeaſons, filling their hearts 
with joy and gladneſs.“ Vea, ſetting up the church 
in a land or kingdom, by preaching the. goſpel. In 
that day ſhall Iſrael be the third with Egypt and 
Aſſyria, even a bleſſing in the midſt of the land, 
whom the Lord of Hoſts ſhall bleſs, ſaying, Bleſſed 
be Egypt, my people, and Aſlyria, the work of my 
hands, and lirael mine inheritance,” Ifa. xix. 24. 
Where the goſpel flouriſhes, and fo the profeſſors 
thereof are influenced to praiſe him, there, it is 
promiſed, the earth _ yield her increaſe, and 


C005: 
God, even gur God; ſhall bleſs us,“ Pal. Ixvit. 


6, 7. Go not only makes his “ hill, but the pla- 
ces round about it, a bleſling.” Now, if the church 
and people of God be a bleſſing, much more 
Chriſt, the King and Head of the church. —Blef- 
ſings were upon the head of Jofeph, much more 
are they upon the head of Chrilt, the true antetypi- 
cal Joſeph. How great a bleſſing is Chriſt to the 
world: he came to give light to a blind and dar- 
kened world; * a light to- enlighten the Gentiles, 
that thoſe who ſit in darkneſs, and in the region of 
the ſhadow of death, might ſee a great light. —He 
is that light which enlighteneth every man that 
cometh into the world.” He is the light of life to 
a dead and lifelefs world. Says he, I am the re- 
ſurrection and the life: he quickens the dead, and 
calls things that be not as though they were: 
the light of comfort to a deſponding and caſt- Jo 
world; © he fills their hearts with joy and glad- 
_ nels; light i is fown for the righteous, and gladneſs 
for the upright in heart: comfort ye, comfort ye 
my people; ſpeak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem; tell 
her, her Warfare is accompliſhed, her lin f is par- 
doned.“ But this leads to ſay, 

4th, That Chriſt's being conſtitute a King, is 
matter of rejoicing, in reſpect of goſpel propaga- 
tion through the world: on finiſhing his fufferings 
all power in heaven and earth is given to him; on 
this footing he commiſſions his diſciples to go in- 
to all the world, and preach the goſpel to every 
creature, to teach all nations,“ &c. Matth. xxviit. 
As Cyrus, upon God's giving him all the king- 
doms of the world, and a commiſſion to build him 
an houſe in Jeruſalem, made a general proclama- 
tion, that all ſhould 80 up from Babylon to the 
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land of Judah, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 23. Thus faith 
Cyrus, king of Perſia, „All the kingdoms of the 
earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me,.and 
be hath charged me to build him -an houſe in Je- 
ruſalem which is in Judah; who is there among you 
of all his people, the Lord his God be with him, 
and let him go up.” Though the proclamation was 
general, yet only theſe whoſe ſpirit God ſtirred up, 
obeyed and went. Juſt ſo, Chriſt on the footing 
of the Father giving him all power or authority 
over the kingdoms of the world, as well as all 
power in heaven, “ proclaims liberty to the cap- 
tives, an year of jubilee, or the acceptable year of 
the Lord, beſeeching ſinners to be reconciled to 
God, becauſe he was made ſin for them; inviting 
all to come to the marriage-feaſt, becauſe all things 
are ready; wiſdom hath killed her beaits, mingled 
her wine, furniſhed her table; Chriſt is made of 
God unto us wifdom, ' righteouſneſs, ſanctifcation, 
and complete redemption. 

5th, Chriſt's conſtitution is matter of ener if 
we conſider him as the lawgiver, and laws he gives; 
both the legiſlative and executive power belongs to 
him. The law may be conſidered in the ſupremacy 
of the lawgiver, its reaſon, extent, direction, obli- 
gation, and puniſhment for tranſgreſſion. 
I. In the ſupremacy of the lawgiver. There is 
one 1awgiver, who 1s able to fave and to deſtroy: 
Says God, Judah gives laws for me.“ Chriſt, 
then, wha: as to his human nature, is deſcended of 
the tribe of Judah, gives laws as his Father's ho- 
norary ſervant, for him. He gives both precepts 
and promiſes; the command binds the perſons or- 
dered; but the promiſe binds the promiſer. What 
promules God gives, * are bound to believe; 
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what precepts he gives, they are hound to obey. 
The power that princes have to make laws is from 


him. By me kings reign, and princes do decree 


juſtice.” The heathens acknowledged their laws to 
come from above. | 

2. In its reaſon; there are ſome laws for which 
no reaſon can be aſſigned, but the ſovereign will 
of the lawgiver; ſuch as, why one tree was forbid- 
den to be eaten, and others allowed for food: why 


he commanded one day in ſeven to be obſerved, 


and not two or three. Several commands are moral 

politive, and no reaſon given for them, but his ſu- 
preme and ſovereign will. Other commands are 
reaſonable, and good reaſons can be, and are gi- 
ven for them; ſuch as, for the love, honour, and 
worſhip of God. Is jt not moſt reaſonable, we 
ſhould believe whatever God, who cannot lie, de- 
clares? . Love, obey, honous: worſhip, and ſerve 


him, who ſo powerfully upholds, and plemiſully 


ſupplies us. Hence the apoſtle, Rom. xii. 1. Be- 
ſeeches the Romans, to preſent their bodies a li- 
ving ſacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
18 7 reaſonable ſervice.” + 

The law is a great bleſhng, conſidered in its 
en Chriſt, as the head of the church, conſti- 
tuted laws and ordinances in her. He gave the 
ceremonial law to the Old Teſtament church, for 
regulating her worſhip. As a ſtate, he gave chem 
the judicial law, for regulating her civil matters.— 
Having a reſpect to church and ſtate, to ſoul and 
body, and what concerns both, made laws and or- 
dinances for the good of both Fegg as head over 
all things to the church, he gave ordinances to hea- 
ven and earth, Job xxxviii. 33. Knoweſt thou 
the ardinances 'of heaven? canſt thou ſet the domi- 
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nion thereof in the earth? All creatures have a law 

imprinted on their being; the ſun, as a ſtrong man, 
runneth his race, the ſtars perform their courſes: 
he looſeth the bands of Orion, or the froſt in the 
winter—diſplayeth the ſweet influences of Plaiades, 
or the ſpring, —bringeth forth Mazzaroth in his 
ſeaſon, or the ſummer, and guideth Arcturus, with 
his ſons, or the harveſt.—He gives ſummer and 
winter, ſeed-time and harveſt. 

Rational beings have divine ſtatutes copied on 
their hearts; and, when reaſon clears up itſelf from 
the clouds of ſenſe, he can diſcern, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the difference between good and evil. —Every 
man has a legal indictment, or executioner, within 
him: he has a conſcience, either accuſing, or excu— 
ſing him.—A law was certainly given to angels; 
for ſome of them tranſgreſſed, and fell.—Had there 
been no law, no apoſtacy or fall could have taken 
place; for, where no law is, there can be no tranſ- 
greſſion; fin muſt be againſt ſome rule. 

4. The law is a great bleſſing, conſidered as a 
direction. It is a rule to direct in the whole of our 
duty and practice; hence, called “ a light to our 
feet, and a lamp unto our paths. We have a more 
ſure word of prophecy, to which we do well to take 
heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark place. 
All ſeripture is given by inſpiration, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs.““ It is a clear and plain rule, 
evident to the weakeſt capacity, a complete and uni- 
verſal rule. The law: of the Lord is perfect in every 
reſpect. in matters relative to life and godlineſs to 
God and men—to ſpiritual, temporal, and eternal 
concerns—to the way and manner of performing 
our duty, viz. cheerfully, faithfully, and conſtantly, 
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and to the ends we ſhould view in it, i. e. the glory 
of God, the edification of our neighbour, and our 
own peace and happinefs. Whatever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God. Let your light ſo ſhine 
before men, that others ſeeing your good works, 
&c.—Great peace have all they who love thy law, 
nothing ſhall offend them.” 

5. The law is a great bleſſing in its obligation 
and reſtraint. The law or authority of God has 
influence on, and reſtrains both inward and out- 
ward man. He has the hearts of men in his 
hand, as the rivers of waters, and turns them whi- 
therſoever he pleaſeth:“ he influences mens hearts, 
either by his Spirit, immediately, or by means of 
the obligation and authority of his law. . 'The laws 
of men cannot bind the conſcience, bur as they are 
co- incident with, and correſpondent to God's law: 
the conſcience, in its ſecret motions, is only intelli- 
gible to God, and fo guidable by him: he alone can 
ſee into it, and fo conducts it by rule.—The re- 
wards and puniſhments of men reach only the out- 
ward man, but never the heart. 


It is in the power of no man to diſpenſe with 


the power and obligation of God's law, or dimi- 
niſh and leſſen the duty of conſcience. God only 
has the power of relaxing his own right. —He 
could diſpenſe with the children of Ifrael's obſerva- 
tion of both circumciſion and the paſſover, while 
in the Wilderneſs, till they came to Gilgal, where 
they were circumciſed, and after their ſettlement 
in Canaan, where they kept the paſſover.— He can, 


by his providence, diſpenſe with the law of nature: 
can, by his miracles, either reſtrict or extend it: 
he can, and did, make the ſun to, ſtand ſtill, and 


move backward—bind up the womb of the earth, 
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or bar the influence of the clouds - bridle the rage 
of fire, and fury of lions make the liquid waters 
ſtand as a wall, and the fea overflow the earth— 
can extend every ſtring beyond its pitch, or re- 
ſtrict within narrow boundaries. He can, and does, 
alter things poſitive. He brake down the middle 


wall of partition, and buried the ceremonial law in 


the ruins of city and temple. By his ſovereignty, 
the whole ſcene of the covenant of works was chan- 
ged: he releaſed the penalty from the ſinner, and 
laid it on the Surety; the whole adminiſtration of 
the new covenant was put into Chriſt's hand. 

6. The law is a bleſſing in its penalty or puniſh- 
ments for tranſgreſhon, which may be conſidered, 
either chaſtiſing or avenging ; chaſtifing his own 
people, or taking vengeance upon their enemies. 
Chaſtifement is a great bleſſing to his people: If 


my children break my law, &c. I will viſit their fins | 


with rods, and their iniquities with chaſtiſements; 
nevertheleſs, my loving-kindneſs will I not take from 
them.” Fathers in the world chaſtiſe for their own 
pleaſure; but he does it for our profit and advan- 
tage: „It was good for me, ſays David, I was af- 
flicted; before I was afflited, I went aftray; but 
now have I learnt to keep thy law. He brought If- 
rael into the Wilderneſs to prove them, and do 
them good in their latter end.” He fits upon the 
floods, and rules in the raging of the fea, When wic- 
ked men combine againſt the church, perſecute or 
deſtroy her, the Lord executes vengeance upon 
them. Sometimes the call is, «+ Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” —the kingdom of 
is grace and juſtice, Now, puniſhments and re- 
Wards both belong to his juſtice, fovereignty, and 
royalty. Such as believed and repented, came un- 


n 
der his gracious ſceptre; ſuch as 'neglefted or re- 
jected it, came under the iron rod. * Shall nor 
the Judge of all the earth do right?” Gen. xviii. 
25. Legillative power would have been trampled 
upon, without executive, in a way of punithment. 
He is known to be the Judge of the world by the 
judgments that he executeth, Pſal. ix. 16. It is by 
the execution of judgments, that he keeps the 
world under reverential apprehenſions of him: 
when he takes away ſome, as with a whirlwind, 


and in his wrath, then men are made to ſay, © Ve- 


rily there is a God that judgeth in the earth,” 
Pfal. Iviii. 9. Such as will not own or acknowledge 
his authority, are, or ſhall be, brought under the 
laſh of his judgments. —As the firſt act of his ſo- 
vereiguty was the giving of a law; ſo the ſecond 
is as a judge trying delinquents, and judging of- 
fenders, to be reſerved in chains of darkneſs to 
the judgment of the great day,“ Jude, ver. 6. 

A precept was given to Adam; and when he 
tranſgreſſed, was ſummoned to the bar, found guilty 
by his own confeſſion, and ſentence paſſed againſt 
00 puniſhes by what means, after what 
manner, at what time, and in what meaſure he 
thinks meer. Sometimes he ſends out angels, and 
makes dreadful deſtruction, as in the camp of the 
Aſſyrian, 2 Kings xix. 35. Sometimes he mounts 
his batteries, and diſcharges his ammuniion from 
the clouds; as Samuel, when offering up a burnt 
facrifice, the Philiſtines drew near to battle againſt 
Ifrael, the Lord thundered with a great thunder on 
the Philiſtines, and diſcomfited them, 1 Sam. vii. 10. 
„The ſtars in their courſes fought againſt Siſera.“ 
He ſends out ſmall and great beaſts, frogs, lice, and 
locuſts, as he did againſt Egypt, or wild beaſts to 
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rob, and deſtroy their children; or a ſword to a- 
venge the quarrel of his covenant, Lev, xxvi. The 
Lord has many arrows in his quiver, many judg- 
ments to execute in time, and everlaſting puniſh- 
ment hereafter: If men walk contrary unto him, 
he will alſo walk contrary unto them, and puniſh 
them feven times more for their iniquities. He rules 
in the midit of his enemies, and ſtrikes through 
kings in the day of his wrath—wounds the heads o- 
ver many countries.“ He lengthens out the enemy's 
chain, or reſtrains it at his pleaſure. He is that 
angel, © who has a chain in his hand, and binds 
Satan a thouſind years,” or as long as he plea- 
feth, Rev. xxi. He puts a bridle. in the enemies 
jaws, as he did to Senacherib, and turas them 

whitherſoever he pleaſeth. He continues his judg- 
ments or puniſhments to ſuch a time, or in ſuch a 
degree, as he ſees meet for his own glory, the good 
of his people, and the puniſhing of his and their c- 
nemies. | 

6th, Chriſt being conſtitute King, is great mat— 
ter of comfort and rejoicing, if we view the way 
and manner he rules. | 

How @oes he rule? 

Anſw. He rules abſolutely and freely—wifely— 
juſtly—gracioufly and in goodneſs—conſtantly and 
for ever. | 

1. Abfolutely and freely: God is an unlimited 
monarch; he rules in the kingdom of providence, 
and gives kingdoms to whomſocver he will, Dan. 
iv. 32. None can hinder his government; * for 
he works, and who ſhall let it?” Iſa. xliit. 19. 
« None dare ſay to him, what doſt thou?“ &c. 

He is ſovereign, in chuſing, whether to offices 
and work here, in this world, either in church or 
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ſtate; as he choſe Moſes and Aaron, David and So- 
lomon, Elijah and Eliſha, Joſhua and Zerubabel, 
twelve apoſtles, and ſeventy diſciples; in chuſing 
to eternal life, it could not be on account of good 
works; for they were choſen to ſalvation through 
ſanctiſication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; 
as they were choſen to the end, 1. e. ſalvation, fo 
through the means, i. e. faith and holineſs. 

He is abſolutely free, in ſending the goſpel, or 
diſpoſing the means of grace. He cauſes the fun 
to ſhine clear in one place, while he leaves another 
| benighted, and in darkneſs—he cauſes it to rain in 
one place, while he reſtrains it in another. The 
Jews were a nation greatly privileged for a time; 
to them were committed the oracles of God, Ram. 
Iii. 2. the Spirit did blow in Canaan, while other 
nations felt nothing of it — He placed his ſtatutes 
and judgments among them, but dealt not ſo with 
any nation,“ Pſal. cxlvii. not for any righteouſneſs; 
for they were a ſtiff-necked people,“ Deut. ix. 
4, 6. Chriſt forbade the apoſtles, at their firſt 
commiſſion, * to preach the goſpel to the Gentiles, 
nor any city of the Samaritans, but rather to the 
loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael;“ but, at the ſe- 
cond commiſhon, he ordered them * to preach the 
goſpel to every creature.” — Why did he put a de- 
mur on Paul and Timothy's refolution to preach 
the goſpel in Bythinia, or order them to go into 
Macedonia, where much blood was ſhed in Alex- 
ander's time, Acts xvi. 6, 7. why did Chorazin 
and Berhfaida enjoy the means, while Tyre and 
Zidon did not? why does he keep theſe things hid 
from the wiſe and prudent, and reveals them to 
babes? Jult becauſe it is his good pleaſure, Matth. 
xi. 2 5. —He is abſolutely free in diffuſing the in- 
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fluences of his grace. The waters of the ſanctuary, 
like the ſea, goes ſo far, but no further than he al- 
lows: the Spirit blows where it liſteth.” At one 
time it conquers its © thouſands or ten thouſands,” 
Acts iv. 4. at other times few ſons are born in Zion. 
— The evangelical net may ſometimes be full at e- 
very caſt; on other occaſions, men may toil whole 
days or years, and catch nothing.——-In Corinth it 
had great ſucceſs, and mightily triumphed, Acts 
xViii. 8, 10. Many of the Corinthians heard and 
believed: © the Lord faid in a viſion, I have much 
people in this city,” while it was mocked and 
deſpiſed at Athens, Acts -xvii. 32.—l[t is free to 
him to make the light ſhine outwardly, and not 
ſhine into the heart, - to beautify the Wilderneſs, 
turning it into a fruitful field dry land into ſprings 
of water, making ſolitary places to bud and bloſ- 
ſom as the roſe, or turning fat land to barrenneſs, 
and ſprings of water inte dry land. 

In diſtributing gifts to every man ſeverally as 
he pleaſeth, whether internal or external, ſpiritual 
or temporal, ſpecial or common. He gives wil- 
dom to the wife, and knowledge to him that hath 
underitanding,”** Dan. ii. 21.— To Bezalcel and A- 
holiab was given {kill to engrave for the tabernacle, 
Exod. xxxi.— Some are ſtars of the firſt magnitude; 
others move in a lower ſphere. © He gave ſome 
apoſtles, prophets, evangeliſts, paſtors, and teach- 
ers;” and every one of theſe have their own pro- 

per gifts. 
lle is ſovereign as to times and ſeaſons; theſe he 
hath put in his own power, Acts xvii. Times are 
determined by him, Acts xvii. 26. Deliverances may 
be delayed, extended, or ſhortened and reſtricted 
to what ſcaſons he pleaſes, The delirerance from 

A 2 


G 


Egypt was to be at the end of four hundred years, 
from Babylon at the end of ſeventy years—the 
deliverance from Antichriſt after 1260 years. 

He is abſolutely free in managing ſtates and 
kingdoms: —he puts down one, and ſets up ano- 
ther, Plal. Ixxv. 7. All the different revolutions 
of kingdoms and nations are immediately ordered 
by him, for the good of his people, —By his pro- 


vidence he erected the Chaldean monarchy, and 


uſed them as a rod to chaſtiſe and puniſh Iſrael. 
This was overturned by the Perſian, and the Per- 
ſian by the Grecian; this laſt by the Roman— 
Rome-Pagan by Rome-Antichriſt; and the whole 
will be deſtroyed, at laſt, by Chriſt, the King of 
Zion: The ſtone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands ſhall break them all in pieces, as a pot- 
ter's veſſcl.“ 

Ahab had ſeventy ſons, yet none of them could 
reign, but were delivered up to Jchu. 

Rehoboam could not have the kingdom of his 
father, but the kingdom was divided, and ten tribes 
given to Jeroboam: the cauſe was from the Lord, 
1 Kings Xii. 15. 

He is the Lord of Hoſts, and called ſo by the 
prophets Iſaiah and Jeremiah an hundred and thirty 
times: as ſuch, he both leadeth and ruleth all the 
hoſts of rational and irrational creatures. He has 
hoſts of angels; thouſands miniſter to him; ten 
thouſand times ten thoutand ſtand before him. He 
has hoſts of men, whom he rules at pleaſure. He 
looſeth the bands of kings, and girdeth their loins. 
He removes the yoke from off their ſubjects, and 


lays the fetters they framed for others upon thems- . 


ſelves. 
He guides the ſpirit of, princes—has the hearts 


us, 
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of kings i in his hand, as the rivers of water. He 
gave Cyrus a paſtoral care, in order to rebuild je- 
rufalem and the temple, Ifa. xliv. and xlv. chap. He 
excited the heart of Zerubbabel and Joſhua, and 
all the people, for the work, Hag. 1. 14. 

He reſtrains nations or kingdoms, makes the 
wrath of men to praiſe him, and lays reſtraining 
bounds upon the remainder of it. Aſſemble your- 
ſelves, O ye people, and ye ſhall be broken in pie- 
ces, Ia. viii. 9, 10. Take counſel together, and it 
{hall come to nought.,—He ſtills the noiſe of the 
fea, and the tumults of the people. 

He defeats the deſigns and purpoſes of men and 
rulers, and thwarts their beſt-laid plots, and ſup- 
plants their contrivances. He diſappoints the de- 
ſigns of the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot per- 
form their enterprize—he taketh the wiſe in their 
own craftineſs, and the counſel of the froward is 
turned headlong.” He ſuffers the enemy to gather 
together, martha] their forces, and make a public 
rendezvous, and fays, as to Zion, “ Let them be 
defiled—gathers them as ſheaves into the floor, and 
then ſays, Ariſe and threſh; for I will make thine 
horn iron, and thy hoofs braſs,” Micah iv. 13.— 
He gives commiſſion © to the ſword to go through 
the land, or to be put up in its ſheath. Oh! thou 
ſword of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be 
quiet! put up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard—how can 
it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord hath given it a charge 
againſt Aſhkelon,“ &c. Jer. xlvii. 6, 7. 

* He aſſembles the nations, and gathers the 
kingdoms, to pour upon them his indignation, even 
all his fierce wrath.” He has hoſts of irrational 
creatures that he muſters up, as he did againſt E- 


gypt. Now, thovgh God be an abſolute ruler, 
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and does according to his will, and . none dares ſay 
unto him, what doſt thou?” yet no king on earth 
can imitate God in this; for he is accountable to 
him who is King of kings. He mult rule accord- 
ing to law: both God's law, and the laws of that 
nation and kingdom over which he rules. —Every 
king is, and ought to be, limited; he is limited by 
God's word, and ought to be ſo by the laws of a 
kingdom. Both king and people are equally limi- 
ted and reſtricted to their ſeveral duties they owe 
to one another, by God's word, and the mutual a- 
greement entered into between them when they are 
ſet up. 

2. Is it not great matter of comfort, that he rules 
wiſely? O the depth both of the wiſdom and know- 
edge of God! Rom. xi. 33. He knows what is 
goud; and what is good he can and will give. He 
can and will “ bring good out of evil—meat out of 
the eater, and ſweet out of the ſ{krong—order out 
of confuſion, and light out of darkneſs—make all 
things work together for the good of them that 
love him.” 

He perfectly knows what is good, and what 
means are ſuitable—the time and ſeaſon of their ap- 
plication, the perſons and inſtruments to be employ- 
ed; all the effects and conſequents that ſhall flow 
from ſuch things: nothing can come but God per- 
fectly foreſees; no dilappointment nor impediment 
can come in the way, but he perfectly foreſaw and 
provided againit, and can over-rule, for the furthe- 
rance of bis own work. No ſuch wiſdom in rulers 
among men; what means they think meet for ac- 
compliſhing their ends, may, and often do, bring 
about the quite contrary event. 

How great need of wiſdom is there in all rulers. 
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and judges. Solomon ſaw the need of it; and fo 
it was what he chiefly requeſted; and*hence ſays, 
That wiſdom is better than ſtrength, yea, than 
weapons of war,“ Eccl. ix. 16, 18. A wile king is 
a great bleſſing to his ſubjects, both in their pro- 
viſion and protection; he promotes their trade and 
commerce, their peace and proſperity, both in a 
temporal and ſpiritual way. He is a defence both 
to church and ſtate; hence ſays Solomon, “A wiſe 
king ſcattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel 
over them,” Prov. xx. 26. If rulers tolerate po- 
pery, this may bring upon them the execution of 
God's dreadful threatenings, and terrible judg- 
ments; for, by indulgences, pardons, purgatory, 
extreme unction, with full remiſſion at the cloſe of 
life,—their diſpenſing with the divine laws, autho- 
riſing the groſſeſt tranſgreſſions of them; giving 
men liberty to commit adultery, murder, perjury, 
robbery, and the baſeſt of crimes, is juſt expoſing 
themſelves, and all ſuch who favour them, to God's 
righteous judgments, | 
{dolatry, perſecution, and profanity, are the chief 
cauſes of national judgments; © they choſe new 
gods, then was there war in the gates,“ Judges v. 
8. Deſolation and deſtruction came on Ifrael, or the 
land of Judah, on that account; they were carried 
captive to Aſſyria and Babylon; made a by-word, 
an aſtoniſhment, and hiſſing among the nations. 
Babylon had her waters dried up, and threatened 
te ſhe ſhould be no more inhabited nor dwelt in from 
generation to generation, becauſe it was the land of 
graven images, and mad upon their idols,“ Jer. l. 
38,39. | | | 
A magiſtrate cannot be the guardian of public 
intereſt, or provide for the common ſafety, preſer- 
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vation, and happineſs of his ſubjects, if he do nor 
diſcourage ſuch an evil; which, if ſuftered to pre- 
vail, muſt fruſtrate every thing elſe that would tend 
to their good and advantage, A public national 
teſtimony, with ſome degree of puniſhment, ought 
to be kept up againſt idolatry, as well as profanity. 
Hence, ſays job, It is an iniquity to be puniſhed 
by the judges,” Job xxxi. 28. Great need of wiſ- 
dom to know both what evils, whether of prin- 
ciple or practice, to puniſh, and the particular time 
or ſeaſon of doing it. 
3. How great comfort is it that he judges juſtly? 
All is managed by the rule of righteouſneſs. ** The 
juſt Lord is in the midſt of thee, he will not do ini- 
quity.” God may do what he pleaſes; but his will 
is regulate by the righteouſneſs of his nature: „the 
Judge of all the earth muſt do right. He ſubmits 
the equity of his dealings to the judgment of men: 
And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, judge, I 
pray thee, between me and my vineyard,” Iſa. 
. . | 
Juſtice and judgment is the baſis or foundation 
of his throne; all his rule is founded on juſtice fa- 
tisfied, and judgment executed: all his adminiſtra- 
tions are exerciſed with juſtice: “ his righteouſ- 
neſs hath he openly fhewed in the ſight of the 
heathen,” Pſa). xcviii. 2. Chriſt ſhews himſelf to 
be righteous, when kings and princes are wicked: 
— << Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone: 
I will not puniſh your daughters when they commit 
whoredom, nor your ſpouſes when they commit a- 
dultery. When Chriſt gives power to wicked 
men, and not grace, then they become more wick- 
ed, and fill up their cup or meaſure ſuddenly; 
God may be angry with a people for their ſin, and 
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give them a king in his wrath. Iſa: xiii. 17. „1 
gave them a king in mine anger.” God's anger 19 
his juſtice; and though rhar kinz be never ſo vile, 
yet God is righteous in giving him. © He is righ- 
reous in all his ways, and holy 1 in all his works,” 
Amidſt all the oppreſſions and tyrannies of rulers, 
the great Ruler is juſt. Rulers, then, ſhould "Ti 
after true wiſdom and righteouſneſs; for that which 
js wicked and oppreſſive will be brought down ſud— 
denly with vengeance. A man ſhall not be eſta-— 
bliſhed by wickedneſs, nor thrones either. 

The throne is eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs, and 
an houſe and family by underſtanding 2, Prov. xii. 3. 
—XVi. 12. and XXIV. 3 

Sincerity and equity are the belt ballaſt for tot- 
tering thrones. Were I to-ſpeak to kings, I would 
ſay, your mountains are but weak, your founda- 
tions unſettled, if you be wicked and unjult, fooliſh, 
proud, ſelſiſh, oppreſſive; your high places will 
prove {lippery places: it is doing evil with both 
hands, when the prince and judge aſketh ſor a re- 
ward, Micah vii. 3. and when they turn that power, 
that ſhould be for the good of others, to their 
hurt. Power was never intended to cruſh and op- 
preſs the innocent,. but to help and relieve them. 
Says Davis, „All kings are a-kin to ravenous 

beaſts, who prey and devour;” great in power, and 
powerful in oppreſſion: They ſhall take your 
daughters, your fields, and_ your ſervants, and 
ſheep.” An unjult taking is oppreſſicn, and op- 
preſſion an abuſe of power. 1 Sam. viii. 13, &c. 


% Kiſs the Son, 
i{t, In reſpect of love and ſincerity; eſteem him 


1 all; love his people, his laws, and ordinan- 
ces. 
J. 
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2d, In reſpe& of honour and obedience, as Sa- 
muel kiſſed Saul. | 

2d, In reſpect of confidence, truſt in him. 
4th, Of worſhip and devotion, ſerve him with 
fear. | : 

He is worthy of all your ſervice: ſerve him with 
holy fear, with gladneſs and joy: the care of reli- 
gion and public worſhip is committed to you, is e- 
vident from the fourth commandment, which is di- 
refed to heads of families, and all magiſtrates, ſu- 


perior and inferior: hence, it is directed, not only 


to ſuch, who have ſons and daughters, and ſer— 
vants, but ſuch who have ſtrangers within their 
gates: by ſtrangers were meant, either thoſe who 
lived in the commonwealth of Iſrael, or thoſe who © 
came from other countries, not to remain, but to 
ſee the country, or traffic in it; both were, and 
ſhould be ſtill obliged to keep the Sabbath. Now, 
the head of a family has nothing to do with theſe not 
of the family; for travellers and merchants may ei- 
ther be of no family, or have families of their own; 
and ſo the reſtraining of them belonged to the ma- 
giſtrate. The ſtrangers among the Jews, (ſays the 
Author of the Book againſt Toleration,) were not 
only compelled to ſtand to their political laws, but 
to ſome of the outward precepts of religion, leſt the 
manners of the Jews ſhould be corrupted and diſ— 
turbed by the evil manners of the Gentiles; and 
that they might be inſtructed, in ſome ſort, in the 
knowledge of the divine law. This command is not 
only given to the magiſtrate, as an individual per- 
ſon, but to him in his official character. If a ma- 
giſtrate hath power of commanding what is right, 
ne hath alſo a power of hindering vhat is wrong. 
He who is cigſtos, mult alſo be vindex prima tabule. 


3 


6 3. 


He that has the power of keeping a garden and 
precious flowers and fruits in it, has alſo a power 
of ſuppreſſing or rooting out noxious weeds, and 
deſtroying moles or hurtful creatures. He who may 
juſtly command, may alſo juſtly puniſh. It ſhould be 
their care to forve the Lord Chrilt themſelves, and 
ſee that others do it, eſpecially by ſanctifying the 
Sabbath themſelves, and taking care that it be done 
by others, in order that religion be preſerved, and 
the different exerciſes and ordinances of it be kept 
up within their territories and juriſdictions. If ma- 
giltrates may eſtabliſh and command what is good, 

they may alſo forbid and aboliſh the contrary evil. 

In this reſpe&, Joſiah, and other princes, not only 
eſtabliſhed the true religion, and cauſed the people 
to ſtand to it, but removed idolatry, and other im- 
pediments out of the way, contrary to it, and pu- 
niſhed ſuch perſons, who were open enemies and 
oppoſers thereof: and hence this maxim has been 
generally received, that the magiſtrate is cutos cf 
vindex utriuſque tabulg, the keeper and avenger of 
both tables. David foreſeeing, that different kings, 
Whether heathen or Antichriſtian, would aſſemble 
and join together, againſt the Lord and his Chriſt, 
extends the fame charge to kings yet, as he did to 
the Jews, „Be wiſe ye kings, underſtand ye jud- 
ges; kits ye the Son, leſt he be angry, ſerve him.“ 
All men ſhould ſerve him in their different ſtations; 
miniſters in the church in their ſphere, and magi- 
ſtrates in the ſtate in their ſphere, and ſerve him 
with as much holineſs as under the Old Teſtament, 
Iſa. xlix. 23. © I will lift my hand to the Gentiles, 
and kings mall be thy nurſing fathers.” Now, they 
could not be nurſes to the church, unleſs they take 
care of religion. Burrow owns, that protection 
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of civil peace is not ſufficient to give them ſuch a 
denomination of nurſing fathers and mothers. Says 
Bilſon; „God, by this, comforteth his church.”? 
And, what Iſaiah ſays. Princes {hall do,” I con- 
clude, princes muſt do, becauſe God would not 
promiſe they ſhould uſurp another man's office, 
but diſcharge their own.” Nurſes muſt provide 
for their infants, and defend them from danger: 
Juſt fo, kings and queens, not by worldly wealth, 
honours and preferments, but by taking care, that 
faichful miniſters, paſtors and teachers, be provided 
and encotraced, to feed them with knowledge; 
and that, by their princely power, and public lau 85 
they defend them from infection of hereſy, ſchiſms, 
or corruption of faith and manners. How oppo- 
ſite is this to the practice of many rulers, cſtabliſh- 
ing uninſtituted, unlawful, and ſuperſtitious cere- 
monies, yea, openly tolerating popery, and Anti- 
chriſtian idolatry, giving their power to the beait; 

and ſo openly breaking down our reformation prin- 
ciples, and covenant engagements, ſworn to, both 
in the national covenant of this land, and the ſo- 
lemn league of the three kingdoms, ſeeing popery 
is eſtabliſhed in Canada, and tolerate in England 
and Ireland. This, inſtead of ſerving the Lord 
Chriit, is combining againſt him.—But, amidſt the 
manifold apoſtacy, perjury, idolatry, blaſphemy, 
and profanity, that abounds among all ranks, and 
the judgments that are partly executed, and likely 
to come, on theſe covenant- breaking lands, unleſs 
brought to ſpeedy and thorough repentance and 
reformation, it is matter of comfort, | 

4. That the Mediator rules graciouſiy and mer- 

cifully. His throne, the throne of holineſs and 
ſtrict juſtice, is alſo a throne of mercy and good- 
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neſs.—He has erected a throne of grace, mercy, 
and goodneſs, upon the footing of juſtice ſatisfied, 
and judgment executed, Heb. iv. 16. and hence 
this throne is encircled with the rainbow of the 
new covenant, in fight like an emerald, Rev. iv. 
Ass green revives and refreſhes the ſight, ſoit ſhews 

the comforting and refreſhing nature of the new 
covenant. 

Conſidering redemption as to purchaſe and ap- 
plication, both the purchaſe, and ſo the prieſtly, 
behoved to be firſt, and “ Chriſt is ſet forth a pro- 
pitiation thro' faith in his blood.” lt is the prophe- 
tical, or his teaching, that brings to believe in his 
prieſtly. Thus, tho” the application neceſſarily ſuppo- 
ſes the purchaſe, yet, when Chriſt begins to apply it, 
he does it in the way of teaching and difcovering, 
both the nature of the difeaſe, and remedy, the 
ſinner's need, and ſuitableneſs of the Saviour. The 
prophetical is the firſt, in reſpect of application. 

The whole of his work, in his different offices, 
comprchends conqueſt. He conquered by his 
prieſtly office; * through death, he conquered 
death, and deſtroyed him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil.” —FHis word, as a pro- 
phet, © ſharply pierces the heart of the King's e- 
nemies, and brings them under ſubjection;“ and 
ſo he conquers by his teaching, —All the furniture 
and gifts for eſffectuating the ſalvation of the church, 
and, her ſpiritual edification, is given by him as a 
King; hence, © when he aſcended up on high, he 
both received gifts for, and gave them unto men;“ 
the Spirit was given, as a ſpirit of wiſdom and re- 
velation—in all his difterent gifts and operations. 
Ile gave pardon and indemnity, proclaimed peace 

to thefn, © who were afar off, and to them who are 
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near.”-—He gave „ apoſtles, prophets, evange- 
liſts, &c. for the work of the miniſtry, and the e- 
difying the body of Chriſt.” Viewing the whole 
plan of redemption, the prieſtly office is the firſt in 
order, and the exerciſe both of his prophetical and 
kingly is founded on his prieſtly; < Becauſe he 
humbled himſelf, and became obedient to death, 
therefore God hath highly exalted him. and gave 
bim a name above every name.“ All the bleſſings 
or gifts he confers upon men in general, or the 
church and his own people in particular, muſt all 
be meritoriouſly connected with his prieſtly office. 
Things may be connected theſe five ways: in re- 
ſpect of nature, order, time, conſequence, and me- 
IIt. 

1. In reſpect of nature; ſuch as the ſun, or fire 

and heat: there is a natural connection between 
the work and reward. Adam, in the firſt cove- 
nant, was to fulfil his work, and then to have his 
reward: Juſt ſo was Chriſt, in the ſecond covenant, 
to fulfil all righteouſneſs, and then to receive his 
reward: © Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffercd theſe 
things, and to enter into his glory.” 
2. In reſpect of order and time; God decreed 
all things ſhould be brought about in ſuch order, 
or in ſuch a time, as he faw meet. Mercies and 
judgments ſhould follow one another, in ſuch an 
order, or at ſuch a time, as he ſees meet for his 
own glory, and his people's good. 

The bleſſings of predeſtination, eſfectual calling, 
Juſtification and ſanctification, are connected in or- 
der, and in order of time too. Moreover, whom 
he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called; whom he 
called, them he alſo juſtified; and all theſe he ſanc- 
ties and gloriſies. Sanctiſication here, and conſum- 


. 
mate happineſs hereafter, are orderly connected, 
and by time, but not meritorioully, 

Many things are connected, in reſpet of order, 
which are not in reſpect of merit; ſuch as faith and 
holineſs here, are neceſſarily, and in order, con— 
nected with happineſs; yet, neither faith nor holi- 
neſs are in the leaſt meritorious of happineſs. Dif- 
ferent graces, as faith, love, humility, repentance; 
and a fincere regard to all God's commands, are all 
orderly connected, and have every one of them 
their proper place; they are all free gifts of God, 
but none of them meritorious of one another. 
Faith is the firſt grace, and worketh by love; yet 
all proceed from the Spirit of Chriſt, which was gi- 
ven by virtue of Chiilt's glorification, and that glo- 
riſication was meritoriouſly connected with his ſuf- 
ferings. 

Things are connected in reſpelt of time; one 
thing follows after another. Men are firſt made 
meet for heaven, and then brought to it. The 
wicked are firſt ripened, by a courſe of fin and 
wickedneſs, and then turned into hell. Men can 
never be condemned, nor judgment executed, but 
on account of ſin, Ry that committed . be- 
cauſe * the Judge of all the earth does right.— 
He is juſt in all his ways.” Judgments are never 
poured out on churches or nations, till they have 
filled up the cup of their iniquity. 

Vet bleſſings have been conferred before the 
actual purchaſe, or price paid. No ſooner was the 
firſt covenant broken, and all right to them, on that 
footing, forfeit, than the ſecond was revealed, and 
the adminiſtration thereof begun, and carried on, 
during all the time of the Old Teſtament economy; 
ſo that Chriſt who was ſet up from everlaſting, be- 
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gan the execution ot all his offices, ſo far as they 
reſpected the application of redemption to tlie 
church, in his teaching, interceding for, and ruling 
her, and all things concerning her; yet all upon the 
footing of the ſacriſice to be offered, and price to 
be paid, in the fulneſs of time. 

4. There is a connection of conſequence. Some 


diſtinguiſh between a conſequence, and a direct 


fruit. They maintain that common bleſſings are a 
conſequence of Chriſt's death or facrifice, and that 
ſaving and ſpiritual bleſhngs to his own people, are 
direct fruits; or, as others ſay, that all bleſſings, 
ſpecial or common, are direct fruits to his own peo- 
ple; but any bleſſings, which are but common, are 
only conſequential to the wicked. | 
It is needleſs to contend about words. What 
I think is more agreeable to ſcripture, is this, that, 
as in the firſt covenant, all things were promiſed to 
men, and given them, on the footing of Adam's o- 
bedience, life temporal, and ail things relative to it; 
life ſpiritual ,aad eternal, and all that was compre- 
hended in them, were all to be given, on the foot- 
ing of the fulfilment of the firſt coveuant; jult fo, 
are all theſe things both promiſed and given, on the 
footing of the fulfilment of the ſecond covenant, by 
Chriſt, the ſecond Adam. The ſecond covenant be- 
hoved to be as full and perfect for bleſſings and hap- 
pineſs as the firſt covenant was, by its breach, to 
condemnation and miſery. Temporal bleſſings were 
forfeit, as well as ſpiritual aud eternal;—they are 
both promiſed, and actually conferred on all ſince 
the fall; „your bread ſhall be given you, and your 
water ſhall be ſure. The Lord is good to all, and 
his tender mercies ruleth over all his other works,” 
Pſal. cxlv. · Our fathers remembered not thy won- 
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ders in Egypt, and the multitude of thy mercies;— 
he remembered for them his covenant, and repent- 
ed according to the multitude of his mercies,” 
Pſal. cvi. 7. See Dan. ix. 19, 27. He is gracious 
and merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs; 
in his love, and in his pity, he redeemed them, he 
carried them all the days of old,“ Ia. Ixiii. 9. He 
left not himſelf without a witneſs, but ſent them rain 
and fruitful ſeaſons,” &c.. He exerciſes patience 
and forbèarance, and this tends to lead to repent- 
ance. Is not this an aggravation of fin; when it is 
done again{t mercies? but can men fin againſt them, 
if they have none to fin agaiaſt? or can they be con- 
demned for ſinning againſt them, when they receive 
none? 

Should not every one be merciful, as God is mer- 
ciful to every man? if you be ſo to the wicked, your 
mercies can be no mercy, becauſe all is to end in 
miſery to them? would it be reaſon to ſay ſo? 

Are the children of God to acknowledge nothing 
as a mercy, or be thankful for it, till they know 
they are elected? 

Is not this a meaſuring of God's mercies, by the 
ule of them, as if it were no mercy, whatever ten- 
dency it had to their ſpiritual or temporal good, un- 
leſs they accept of it in the way of faith? Does our 
uſing of it rightly, make it a mercy, or our abuſing 
it, make it no mercy?—God's mercy and goodneſs 
is the ſame, whether we uſe it rightly, or abuſe it, 
though the effects as to us are not the fame. And 
ſo, | 

5. It is evident, that there is a meritorious con- 
nection between Chriſt's kingly and prieſtly offices; 
the kingly reſpects his glory he has obtained as the 
Fong of his work; —all the gifts, bleſlings, and 
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benefits, he beſtows on men in general, or his peo- 
ple in particular, as the head of the church, or 
head-over all things to the church, whether of in- 
fluence or government, are given on the footing of 
his ſacrifice. Thus mercy and truth have met 
together, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each 
other.“ Chriſt is a merciful King; he exerciſes 
great patience and forbearance toward them be- 
ſtows great goodneſs upon all men; and fo he is 
a wiſe giver, knows beſt what is meet for them 
cheerful and willing to beſtow—a liberal and boun- 
tiful King, „who ſatisfies the need of every crea- 
ture—a ſeaſonable giver and ruler, * who gives to 
every one their meat in due ſeaſon.” As he came 
to purchaſe all good, ſo he went to heaven, in or- 
der to beſtow it. The making and adminiſtration 
of the covenant muſt be connected in that way 
God purpoſed and planned, and reveals unto us; 
and fo, I think, no bleſhng can be conferred, no 
mercy can vent, without reſpe& to the obedience 
and ſatisfaction of Chriſt, Maintaining the con- 
trary, ſeems to be ſetting juſtice and goodneſs, 
mercy and truth, oppoſite to one another, whereas 
they perfectly harmonize in Chriſt, and in his whole 
adminiſtration of the covenant. ; 

2d, I may improve the doctrine by way of trial. 

1. Have you ſubmitted to Chriſt as your King? 
have you ſeen it your duty and privilege to do fo ? 
are you content that your underſtandings, will, af- 
fections, and conſcience be ruled by hin—influen- 
ced by his Spirt—impreſled by his authority—and 
directed by his law? Are you made to eſteem his 
haws, inſtitutions, or ordinances, and every truth, as 
having the ſtamp of divine authority upon it? Are 
you concerned, in the whole of your practice, to be 
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ruled by the laws 8 example of this King? .O 
that my ways were directed to obſerve thy ſtatues,” 


ſays an old ſaint. Are you reſolved to cleave to 


Chriſt as your King, and follow. him fully, as Caleb 


and Joſhua, ſaying, 4* Other lords have had domi- 


nion over us, but by thee will we make mention 
of thy name.” Is your oppoſition to Chriſt's reign 
and 'government matter of grief to you?—is it your 
ſoul's exerciſe, to bring your ſoul's enemies to him, 
to mortify them, and hew them in pieces before 
him, as Samuel did Agag? 

Are you in the faith of Chriſt's being ſet up, 
preſſing forward through hoſts of enemies, over 
mountains of difficulties, and billows of temptations, 
which both impede you at preſent, and threaten to 
ſwallow you up? Are your eyes ſet on him, © who 
maketh a way in the ſea, and an high-way in the 
deſert??? 

Are you concerned for the flouriſhing of Chriſt's 
crown and kingdom—its propagation through the 
world? Do you want the crown to flouriſh on 
Chriſt's head? Whatever difficulties you meet with, 
do you want to manifeſt your concern for him, and 
the intereſts of his ſpiritual kingdom? Rulers of all 
denominations, do ye conſider for what end he has 
ſer you up in your different places? it is for his 
glory, and the good of men; did he not ſet Chrilt 
up for this purpoſe? Thou art my ſervant, O IC 
racl, in whom [I will be glorified.” Well then, do 
you endeavour to promote religion, by encouraging 
the propagation of the pure doctrines, worſhip, and 


ordinances of the goſpel, in oppoſition to error, he- 


reſy, ſuperſtition, will- worſhip, and idolatry? or do 
ye tolerate and encourage them? Whether, in your 


Wars, do you ſtand up for Chriſt, and his cauſe or 
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intereſt, and people, or for Antichriſt?— ls not the 
end of all inſtitutions, whether ſacred or civil, to 
reſtrain fin, and promote holineſs? * The law is 
holy, jult, and good.“ It was not made for a rich. 
teous man. buf for the ungodly and unholy,“ 

1 Tim. i. 8. &c. You are inſtituted to be a ter- 
ror to evil doers, ta puniſh idolaters; for, if either 
rulers, or ruled, chuſe new and ſtrange gods, they 
may expect war in their gates; Chriſt and Anti- 
chriſt are directly oppoſite, and can never agree. 
No agreement can take place between light and 
darkneſs, nor concord between Chriſt and Belial, 
or the temple of God and idols. —Examine if it be 
your own honour, profit, or advantage, or that of 
your kingdom, ſubjects, and connections, in ſubor- 
dination to the glory of Zion's King, that you ſtudy 
in all your adminiſtrations? Self is too much at 
the root of all we do: we are not born, merely, to 
promote our own good and advantage, but for o- 
thers. Says a poet, Your ſheep do not bear wool 
for yourſelves, nor bees honey,” &c. O ſtudy to 
imitate Chriſt, who is meck and lowly, who Lear 
about doing good, whoſe government 1s juſt, peace- 
able, and liberal, who does good to all, eſpecially 
thoſe of the houſehold of faith. Does your faith 
tend to deſtroy ſelf and worldly confidence? © How 
can ye believe, who receive honour one of ano- 
ther?” It is natural for men to truſt in themſelves; 
bur we muſt have “the ſentence of death within 
us, that we may not truſt in ourſelves?” A feed 
of corn muſt be caſt into the earth, and die, elſe it 
cannot bring forth fruit. Divine glory, beauty, and 
excellency, muſt be manifeſted, and divine power 
mult be exerted: * we muſt firſt be apprehended 
of Chriſt Jeſus, before we apprehend him,” Phil, 


C9 
iii. 12. Is your faith active, and accompanied with 
love? It muſt proceed from a living and active 
principle; as ſuch, it operates upon, and quickens 
the ſoul, purifies the heart, and ſtirs up to new o- 
bedience. True faith muſt be continually work. 
ing, like a fire continually burning, ſo long as fuel 
is afforded, a well continually ſpringing. The 


Spirit is as A well of living water ſpringitig up to 
everlaſting liſe.“ 


: I conclude with an ADDRESss to all: 


“ Sow to yourſelves in righteouſneſs; it is time 
to ſeek the Lord,” Hoſea x. 12. Deſpiſeſt thou 
the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and 
long-ſufftering. 

1. Conſider that fin is woreaſed to a great height. 
Says the Lord, “thou haſt ſpoken and done evil 
things as thou couldſt; Jer. iii. 5. Sin is not only 
practiſed, but defended; many ſaying, * As for the 
word thou haſt ſpoken unto us, in the name of the 
Lord, we will not hearken unto thee—but we will 
certainly do whatſoever thing goeth out of our own 
mouth, to burn incenſe to the queen of heaven,” 
Jer. xliv. 16, 17. | 
The pains taken on many, to reclaim them, iſſue 
in their ſcofſing and contemning God's word and 
ſervants, ſaying, “ the prophets are become wind, 
and the word of the Lord is not in them,“ Jer. v. 
13. The goſpel is deſpiſed—the heavenly manna is 
lothed—reproof diſregarded - carnal men wearied 
of the means of grace, Sabbaths, and the ordinan- 
ces of Zion's King, ſaying, © when ſhall the Sab- 
bath be over—every one walking after the imagi- 
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nation of his own heart” -a great part ſelf willed, 
heady, high- minded, lovers of pleaſures more 
than lovers of God.?“ I Te B+ 

Now, in this time of great ſinning, is it not a 
time of God's withdrawing from his church, and 
from the land? Says he, © they have provoked me, 
that I ſhould go far from my ſanctuary, Is it 
not a time of great danger of being carried down 
the ſtream, and one way or other of being involved 
in corruption and guilt, and ſo in danger of great 
judgments? | 8 

Times of inning and apoſtacy ſhould be times of 
faithful witneſſing for and cleaving to Zion's King, 
His truths, cauſe, and intereſt: 4+ Will ye alſo go 
_ away?” Ohl turn ye, turn ye! will ye © go back 
with a perpetual backſliding? why will ye die, O 
 _ houſe of Iſrael?” Is not the fire of his indignation 

kindled, his ſword furbiſhed, and made to glitter? 
Has he not aſſembled the nations, and gathered the 
kingdoms, and faying to them all, © becauſe I will 
do this, prepare to meet your God. Seek the 
Lord, then, till he rain righteouſneſs on the earth.“ 
O conſider, that God is good and bountiful ; “he 
is good to the unthankful and unholy;” all he gives 
is free, © who hath firſt given, that he may recom- 
pence him again.” . The ſun ſhines naturally and 
neceſſarily. God's goodneſs is free and ſovereign, 
it was free to him, whether to make the world or 
not; when he pleaſeth, he can withdraw his Spirit, 
and then they all periſh, Pſal. civ. 29. He gives 
with delight. The Lord ſhall rejoice in all his 
works,“ ver. 31. i. e. all the good he does, he does 
it with delighr—he looks for no recompence. He 
does good, hoping for nothing again. Nothing we 
do can teach him: he can receive no benefit from 
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| what we do; and even that thankfulneſ he requires, 


is but an acknowledgment of our duty, and for our 


good, Deut. x. 12. | 3 
Conſider, all that God gives, is his own: „ the 
earth is the Lord's,” Pſal. xxiy. 1. The ground 
we tread on, the place we dwell in; yea, all the fur- 
niture and the proviſion ; thoꝰ the houſe be the land- 
lord's, the furniture of it may be the tenant's; bur 
<« the earth, and all its fulneſs, is the Lord's; the 
cattle on a thouſand hills are his,“ Pfal. I. „the 
corn, wine, and oil,” Hoſea ii. 9.“ all is thine, 
becauſe all things come of thee,” 1 Cor. xxix. 11. 
<« all things are through him,” Rom, xi. 36. they 
cannot ſtand or ſubſiſt without him; other kings, 
though bountiful, yet their goodneſs is as the 
morning cloud, or early dew; though they ſhqwer 
down plentifully, yer they receive all. God is rich, 
and abundant in goodneſs: what multitudes does 
he feed! All theſe wait on thee, that thou mayeſt 
give them meat; and thou openeſt thy hand, and 
they are filled with good,“ Pfal. civ. 24. Ahafwe- 
rus, to ſhew his bounty, feaſted not all, but his 
chief ſubje&s only for half a year; ſome few half 
years would have well nigh beggared him: but this 
King ſupplies all his ſubjects, and that continually 
and plentifully; * he makes all his paths to drop 
fatneſs down on the paſtures of the Wilderneſs; he 
ſupplies the wants or neceſſities of eyery living 
ching.“ Oh' conſider, that God is good to the 
evil and unthankful; he exerciſes long-ſuffering ; 
he has, though he be angry with the wicked eve 
day, reſtrained his anger; he forbears the exerciſe 


and execution of his wrath; he bore with the old 


world one hundred and twenty years, and with If- 
racl forty years in the Wilderneſs; —three years 
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with the barren N . « theſe three years have 
I come ſeeking fruit, but have found none, Luke 
xiii. 7, Though he endure with much long-ſuffer- 
ing the veſſels of wrath, yet he will give the com- 
miſſion; in a ſhort time, * to cut them down, as 
eumberers of the ground.“ Many have cried con- 
eerning thee, Cut him down; but God has ſpared 
thee: how many dangers haſt thou been kept from? 
how many arrows of death and deſtruction have 
been flying around thee, and over thy head, and 
yet have miſſed thee? how often has thy neck been 
on the block, and the axe laid at the root of thy 
conſtitution, and yet ſpared? or brought ſo low, 
like a crazy veſtel, taking in water at every ſide, 
ſo that no phyſician could ſtop theſe leaks? yer 
God hath launched thee into the world again, 'as 
whole, ſound, and ſtrong as ever; “ his mercics' 
are new every morning, yea, every moment of 
our time.—Poor creature, haſt thou a houſe to 
dwell in—a bed to lye on—art thou kept from diſ- 
tracting cares, ſcarring dreams, and terrifying vi- 
ſions?—Haſt thou riches, and an heart to uſe them 
aright?— Wiſdom to lay them ont for God and 
manage them for your own and others good? have' 
you credit, friends, and good ſuperiors, inferi- 
ors, or equals, and comfort in them all? This is 
great goodneſs. Oh improve all theſe for the glory 
of the giver; and beware of requitting your Kin 
evil for good? May not Chriſt ſay, © For which of 
all theſe good works do. you ſtone me? The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib; 
but my people have rebelled againſt me; by de- 
ſpiſing his goodzeſs. ye treafure up wrath againſt 
* day of wrath,” &. 

ae, the preciouſneſs of God's goodneſs and 
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patience; Precious, ſays Goodwin, in reſpect of 
colt and uſefulneſs. iſt, In reſpect of coſt, * even 
the blood of his Son.“ who, as a Lord, hath bought 
all wicked men their lives, reprival, and all the bleſ- 
ſings and diſpenſations of goodneſs which they here 
enjoy. Chriſt's mediation fo far prevails with God 
for all the world, that it puts a ftop to the preſent 
proceedings of juſtice, which otherwiſe had pro- 
nounced of all, ** that day thou ſinneſt thou dieſt;“ 
fo that, as Chriſt may be called the wiſdom and the 
power of God, fo alſo the patience and long-ſufter- 
ing of God. For his fake, and through his mercy, 
it is exerciſed. God would not vouchſafe a drop of 
mercy, but for his Son, Exod. xxiii. xxxiii. In the 
one he declares he would not go with them (for 
according to the rules of his government) he would 
deſtroy them, but he would fend his angel, even 
Chriſt, and he would ſhew them mercy; for he was 
to be the purchaſer of it; and that he was the an- 
gel, appears from ver. 21. that his name was in 
him, who alſo would deſtroy them, if they turned 
not, and repented,” according to the rules of his 
goſpel. | 

2. Precious in reſpect of uſ-fulneſs. God's good- 
neſs gives us ſpace to repent, Rev. it. 21. All the 
good things we enjoy, are means leading to repen- 
tance; all things receive their worth and valuation 
from what they tend tothe buſineſs allotted to 
time is very precious: 4 O ſpare: me a little, that 
I may recover my ſtrength, before I go hence, and 
be ſeen no more,“ Pfal. Ixxxix. 13. God hath al- 
lotted or appointed to men their times to live in 
their places of abode, and their habitations, all rich- 
ly furniſhed with bleſſings, “that they might ſeek 
after the Lord, that they might happily find him,” 
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All bleſſings bear witneſs of a gracious hand that 
extends them: God left not himſelf without a 
witneſs,” Acts xiv. 16. viz. not without an impreſſion 
on their hearts, that his good hand beſtowed all on 
them, © when he filled their hearts with food and 
gladneſs. — his is an indelible principle common 
to all men, © to love thoſe who love them. 

Shall we go on to ſin againſt this God ſo good, 
and return evil for good? Let us therefore fear 
the Lord, who giveth us the early and latter rain,” 
Jer. v. 26, 27. Goodwin, Vol. III. p. 537. Sub- 
mit to him, for thereby ſhall God's intereſt and yours 
both be promoted. Government and governors - 
are ſet up for the glory of God, and good of others. 
Beware of uſing thoſe things, which ſhould be laid 
out for promoting the ſpiritual intereſts of Zion's 
King, and the good of others—to ſerve your own 
intereſts, carnal ends and Juſts in the world. The 
greateſt powers have many times been the greateſt 
enemies, oppoſers, and perſecutors of Chriſt, his 
cauſe, intereſt, and people. Kings of the earth 
ſtand up, and the rulers are gathered together, a- 
gainſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt,” Acts iv. 26. 
The king of Egypt ſet taſk-maſters over Iſrael, to 
afflict them with heavy burdens—The kings of je- 
rufalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachiſh, and Eglon, 
made war with the Gibeonites, becauſe they made 
peace with Iſrael, Joſhua x. 3. You who have 
great power, beware of giving it up to the beaſt: 
like the ten horns, who agree, and give their king- 
dom to the beaſt, Rev. xvii. 17. obey not his laws, 

nor ſerve his deſigns. The kings of the earth com- 
mit fornication, and are drunk with the wine of 
the great whore. Has Chriſt ſet up kings or prin- 
. 'ces to oppoſe him, or to pride themſelves in their 
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luſts, and to oppreſs God's people? Be not ſelf- 
willed; no rulers ſhould exalt their will againſt law. 
All good laws ſhould be carefully executed. Says 
one, Execution makes good laws alive, and good 
laus, well executed, make kings alive. Study juſ- 
tice and equity. Thrones and kingdoms are e- 
ſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs,” Prov. xvi. 12. When 
a prince or judge aſketh for a reward, then the day 
of thy viſitation cometh, Hol. vii. 2, 3. Kc. If might o- 
vercome right, if the oppreſſed cry, and are. not 
eaſed, it will be ready to ruin that kingdom or ru- 
ler, who is inſtrumental in it. Men ſhould be great- 
ly aware of covetouſneſs and pride. All rulers 
ſhould be“ men hating covetouſneſs, Exod. xvili. 
21. © Pride is a forerunner of deſtruction,“ Prov. 
xvi. 18. Pride goeth before deſtruction, and an 
haughty ſpirit before a fall.“ 

' Conſider the danger you are in, if you be enemies 
to Chriſt and his church; you are rebels, whom he 
will break in pieces and deſtroy. He can and may 
arm the whole creation againſt you. He armed the 
angels againſt Senacherib—the ſtars againſt Siſera 
—the clouds againſt the old world—the ſea againſt 
Pharaoh—the fire againſt Sodom and Gomorrah 
—and Ahaziah's ſoldiers ſent to apprehend the 
prophet, 2 Kings i. 10.—the earth againſt Korah 
and his accomplices—the locuſts, canker-worm, 
and caterpillar againſt Iſrael, Joel ii. yea, all the 
creatures will rife up againſt you, fire, hail, ſnow, 
vapour, and ſtormy wind, all will fulfil his word. 
Oh then, let all ranks kiſs the Son, ſubmit to him, 
honour him; © for he that honoureth Chriſt ſhall 
be exalted, but he that deſpiſeth him ſhall be light- 
ly eſteemed.” Oh learn of Chriſt to be meek and 
lowly; and, * ſeeing u ſhewed thee, O man, 
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what is good, and what doth the Lord require ol 
thee. but to do juſtly, to love ys! and walk 
humbly with thy God. 

I ſhall-conclude with an addreſs to Britain and 
Ireland, and take it in ſcripture words: © I will 
ſpread my net upon them, I will bring them down 
as the fowls of the heaven, I will chaſtiſe them, as 
their congregation hath heard, Hoſea vii. 12. com- 
pare with this, Jer. vi. 18. J ſet watchmen over - 
you, ſaying, Hearken to the found of the trum- 
pet; but they ſaid, We will not hearken; there- 
fore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, 
what 1s among them. Read to the end. | 

Conſider, that God has been opening the ſe- 
ven ſeals, —ſounding the ſeven age pope; is 
ready to pour out the ſeven vials. | 

He has opened up, and executed, what is con- 
tained in the ſeals, the four horſes, and Chriſt, the 
principal manager of them, has gone forth. | 

The whice horſe of the goſpel revelation, has 
_ early, conſtantly, and many times ſucceſsfully, gone 
through theſe lands. 

The red horſe of war, contentions, and diviſions, 
both in church and ſtate, have befallen us. 

The black horſe of deluſion, hereſies, and errors, 
with ſcarcity or famine, both of temporal and ſpi- 
ritual proviſion, have come as judgments on the 
land. Becauſe men receive not the truth in the 
love of it, God ſends ſtrong deluſions, &c. | 

The pale horſe of death or deſtruction, have ap- 
peared as the effect of the former. Many have 
been flain, and become martyrs for the truths and 
teſtimony. of Jeſus, and fo are repreſented, like the 
blood of Abel, crying for vengeance upon their 
perſecutors, Yea, have not many of our e 
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mers, and pious witneſſes, prayed for the deſtrue- 
tion of Antichriſtian ſuperſtition and will-worſhip; 
Maliometan deluſion, and the - overthrow of the 
Houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria. Is it not evident, 
then, that the Lord is anſwering their prayers, as 
well as fulfilling his word of prophecy.—Great 
revolutions have taken place in Britain, mountains 
and iſlands, as by an earthquake, have been remo- 
ved, kings have been dethroned, and driven out 
of the kingdom, or put to death by their ſubjects, 
as Charles the Firſt, and James the Seventh. Great 
men, who were cruel perſecutors, were made to 
tremble, under apprehenſions of the wrath of the 
Lamb. 

2. Have not ſix trumpets of alarming judgments 
been ſounding in our ears? 

Have not different nations, ſuch as Romans, Nor- 
mans, and others, many times:invaded theſe lands, 
like a ſtorm of hail? Yea, has not France and Spain 
threatened, and, in ſome meaſure, effectuated it? as 
witneſs the Spaniſh Armada, anno 1588. Might 
not this alſo be called a great mountain. caſt into 
the ſea? 

And France has ſeveral times invaded Britain 
before and ſince the Revolution. 

Has not the kings, mentioned eee as 
mountains caſt into the fea; which turned it into 
blood, and as ſtars of wormwood, which, by their 
arbitrary, tyrannical, and oppreſlive government, 
perſecuting-the profeſſors of religion, turned the 
fountains into bitterneſs, - made that which ſhould 
have been a comfort to them, bitter and unplea- 
ſaint? Yea, have not ſeveral ſtars in the church, or 
miniſters of the goſpel, imbittered the waters of the 
ſanctuary, or the dectrines of the goſpel? Yea, 
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have not ſun, moon, and ſtars, church and ſtate, 
civil and eceleſiaſtic rulers, loſt much of their luſtre, 
both as to principle and practice, ſo that our gold 
is become dim, and our moſt fine gold changed; the 
ſun is gone down. on our prophets, &c. from the 
prophet to the prieſt, profaneneſs have gone out 
into all the land? _ 5 < 

Is not the bottomleſs pit opened, by neglect of 
church diſcipliue - poſitive toleration—emigration: 
of French prieſts, ſo that every thing flouriſhing a- 
bout religion comes to be deſtroyed? Deiſm, A- 
rian, Socinian, Arminian, and Popiſh doctrines, 
much abound; our church and land have been 
much darkened by a number of falſe teachers. 
But what I think remarkably accompliſhed is 
what is contained in the fixth trumpet. The Lord, 
in his providence, looſed four angels againſt Bri- 
tain ſome years ago; that. was America, France, 
Spain, and Holland, yet ſupported her, and made 
her to flouriſh, notwithſtanding of all. —He is like- 
ly again to raiſe up four; three are already let 
looſe, viz. France, Holland, and Pruſſia; and who 
knows but the Emperor may ſoon change. 
But what is probable may take place, is the 
looſing of Spain, Portugal, and the Emperor of 
Germany, along with France, who has alread 
been looſed from the tyranny and deſpotiſm of the 
Capets, and, in a great meaſure, from Romiſh ſu- 
perſtition and idolatry; theſe, I think, in a ſhort 
time, will be looſed too; but more of theſe, when 
I come to ſpeak of the fall of the Antichriſtian ty- 
ranny. May we not all ſay, we have ſeen ſtrange 
things in our day? Perſons ſhould be aware of 
binding when God 1s looſing. 

The preſent age is big with important and re- 
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markable events. Many have already taken place 
in our own day. We have already witneſſed the 
_ downfal of one of the moſt powerful monarchs in 
Europe, who was brought to the block by his ſub- 
jects, for the tyrannical and deſpotic meaſures he 
purſued againſt them. The conſtitution of one 
country has been changed, by the will of the peo- 
ple, from a tyrannic Ariſtocracy unto a pure Demo- 
cracy. Powerful combinations of deſpotic princes 
have been formed againſt the property, liberty, and 
happineſs of mankind. —A virtuous and inoffenſive 
people have been maſſacred, plundered, and held in 
bondage, by two royal plunderers, under the hy 
critical pretence of preſerving ſocial order. Whole 
provinces have thrown off their allegiance to their 
princes, and declared themſelves willing to be incor- 
porated with the French Republic. — The people in 
different nations appear to be diſſatisſied with their 
preſent form of government, whether from grounds 
real or ſuppoſed, I know not. Knowledge is mak- 
ing rapid ſtrides throughout the world, which, in a 
ſhort time, muſt tend to the peace, proſperity, and 
happineſs of all mankind, or latter days glory— 
people running to and fro, knowledge thall be in- 
creaſed, and knowledge ſhall cover the earth as 
the waters do the ſea.— The decrees of God can- 
not be ſtopped by any combination among men, 
however high and exalted they may be; for what- 
ever he ordains will come to paſs. f 

Let us all enquire into the grounds of God's 
contending, and endeavour to come out from Ba- 
bylon, that we join not with her in fin, leſt we 
ſhare with her in her plagues. 
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